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TO THB 



READER. 



XN explanation to some of mj 
readers, who may consider the coach- 
man to have auricular powers be- 
yond those which generally fall to 
the lot of man, by being able whilst 
on the box to hear so distinctly the 
conversation passing in the coach; 
I think it right to observe, that in 
addition to the gift which nature has 



■ • 

endowed him with of a very quick 
sense of hearing, a friend of his, who 

had a most extraordinary mechanical 
genius, contrived a tube or pipe be- 
tween the front glasses of the cOach, 
which accurately conveyed the voice 
of every one in the coach to the dri- 
ver, by which means it seldom hap- 
pened that a word escaped him. 



THE Author of that ingenious Ultle 
work^ entitled ^Hhe Adventures of a Hack- 
ney Coach^' published in tlie year 1781, 
not having yet gratified our expectation 
by the publication of a second volume, X 
have allemptedf though not without a due 
consciousness of my oum inability for such 
an undertaking, to form a volume of Ad^ 
ventures, but perfectly distinct from the 
former work, and,, should the perusal of 
my endeavours afford some pleasant hours 
to my friends, or the remembrance of my 
little composition beguile the tedious hours 
of a winter's evening, I shall then have 
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feacJied the summit of my wishes^ as I 
can assure my readers^ that my only aim 
is that of affording delight to my fellow- 
cteatures. 



The events which have taken place since 
tlie publication of Adventures in the year 
1781, / have sdfjte reason to flatter my- 
s€lf 'WHl render my vHofk an easy prey 
to the f*iSv€n&us claws of a fashionable 
bookseller y ctnd my selections from the 
Occnrrehces tdkdn plact since that year 
to the present periody being not less nume- 
fdus than interesting and instructive^ it 
f«?rflf litotbe hvftiy power to complete them 
imthin the limits of one volume: but^ 
ihciuM fortune senile on my efforts and 
t^bu^i them with proportionate success^ 1 
ihall thin appear before the public with 
u rented of my endeavotirs in a second 
voltme^ not n little enctmraged by their 



• • • 

fostering support^ which will add coi^i' 
dence to myi undertakings and furnish 
hopes ef still longer meriting the apprq^ 
hutim of a generous public. 

I cannot hut he aware that these times 
are by no means favourable to juvenile per- 
formers, whose chief support must con- 
sequently rest on the kindness and sym- 
pathy of a feeling public ; on the con- 
trary ^ they are far more adapted to persons 
more disciplined and mature^ whose minds 
are su^ciently emboldened to bear with 
calmness or indifference those blasts of 
criticism, from which not even the most 
favoured of our modem authors can find 
a shelter. 

Though I cannot acquit myself of hold^ 
ness in thus presuming to appear before 
the public, still let me not be charged 
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with a crime of too great a fnagnitude, 
that of being an author ^ nay, rather let 
me be deno^ninated a delailer of events^ 
which may in some degree extentuxte the 
presumption I should otherwise merits in 
assuming a character far beyond my pow- 
ers or inclination. 



TJie AUTHOR. 

Ltnithn, 18l3. 



THE 

ABFENTWRES 

OF A 



CHAR I. 

As vulgar minds are apt to be pleased 
in proportion to the outward beauty of 
the object in their view, so the splendid 
appearance and elegant form of the Coach, 
(and to which by the way it was indebted 
to its first proprietor the gentleman ,oji 
Clapham Common,) was the cause of its 
frequent hire ; indeed it was never known 
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to have any allotted time of ease or ces- 
sation from action, but for half a dozen 
hours at midnight, it will not therefore ap- 
pear strange that the wheels which had 
undergone several repairs from time to time 
should have at length become too weak 
for their burthen, and the Coach likewise 
in such a dangerous condition, that a tho- 
rough substantial repair, together with new 
wheels, were essentially requisite e're it 
could possibly resume its wonted occupa- 
tion, or action, and again become an useful 
convenience to the public. 



The carriage was therefore sent to an 
eminent coachmaker's to be repaired and 
^autified, and has been six months since 
jturned, every way answering the ex- 
pectations of the honest proprietor, who has 
without much difficulty procured for it a. 
>e$pectable stand. 



HACKNEY COACH. 7 

The Coach was standing in Oxford-Street 
about three weeks since, when an elderly 
lady with her two nieces escorted by a gen- 
tleman got in, and desired the coachman 
to drive to Cheapside; they had scarcely 
seated themselves when one of the little 
girls said, in an anxious tone, ^^ pray uncte 
inform me of the curious circumstance 
which you said occurred to you a fortnight 
ago," "yes my dear," he replied, and ac- 
cordingly related the following adventure. 

" I was one day riding on horseback 
** in the neighbourhood of London, and 
•* and was 'Suddenly taken extremely ill, 
** having experienced a fall from my horse ; 
** I was at a loss what expedient to make 
" use of, at length having managed to 
** tie my steed to a tree, I seated myself 
*^ oh an adjacent bank bewailing my misfor- 
^^ tunes, of which, from the exposed situ- 
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" ation, I was unable to discover the 
" extent ; however I was fortunately ob- 
" served by an elderly gentleman, whose 
" house was very little distant from the 
** spot where the accident happened ; 
." he quickly came up to the^lopinj); piece 
** of grass on which 1 was reclining, and 
" accosted roe in the kindest manner : 1 
^' quickly made him acquainted with the 
^* accident that had befallen me, and ' the 
" stranger insisted on my returning to his 
" house to take such refreshment as might 
•* be most agreeable : the hospitable offer 
'* was accepted by me with heartfelt thanks, 
** and my horse was led to a stable belongr 
*^ ing to the house by one of the stranger's 
" servants. ' 



** On our arrival within doors, his pri- 
" mary object was to be made acquainted 
^ with the bruises I had received, and be 
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*^ was rejoiced, as well as myself, to find 

"that no ill consequences were likely 

*' to attend any of them ; indeed I found 

** myself so suddenly recovered by what 

*^had been externally applied, that I 

^' would have immediately quitted the 

hospitable stranger's house, had not his 

" kindness peremptorily denied so hasty 

a departure ; in short he said he could 

not think of parting with me till after 

I bad joined himself and company at 

dinner: this gentleman had still retain- 

•* the good old hours of dining observed 

"fifty years ago, and we sat down to 

" dine precisely at three o'clock, in com- 

** pany with four other gendemen who 

"were extremely communicative and 

"pleasant; I felt thankful that I had 

" sustained my fall (as it happened at 

*' all) within a short distance from so 

'' hospitable a mansion. 
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" We bad just finished our 6sh wlien I 

"proposed drinking a glass of wine M'ith 

" the generous roaster of the house, but 

*^ to my utmost surprise, with a sudden 

"gloom oo his countenance, and in a 

^* dignified and. authoritative tone, and 

'^at the same time extending his hand, 

V he answered ** no. '* I was astonished 

;^' at the singularity of the check, but un- 

./' willing to offend; Femfdaed silent: 

. *^ tixough was, not, (ag I said befwe), in 

; '^ a little^ degree . surprtised at bis hfisty 

^'rejectioi\ as, wine ia sq. g^qerally dmnk 

: ^ ^t a gent^en^p'^ table* 

" The instant dinner was over, the mas- 
- ter of the house left the room, when one 
of the company addressed me in the fol- 
lowing words. ' 



1 1 UACTLNEY COACH. 



CHAP II. 



JlSY what misfortune, sir, have you, 
^' been unhappily trepantied by that im- 
** feeling roan who has quitted the room? 
'Oh, sir! you will ^ave%iifaple cause 
** to curse the fatal hour that put you 
"in his power; for you have no pros- 
*^ pect in this world but misery and op* 
*' pression ; perpetually subject to the 
*' capricious humour of the old man, 
'* you will remain in this mansion for 
•'the rest of your days; your life as 
** mine will become burtbensome, and 
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' driven to despair, your days will glide 
^ on with regret and melancholy in one 
'cold and miserable meanness. This^ 
' alas ! has been my lot for fifteen years, 
' and not mine only, but the lot of every 
^ one you see here since his arrival at 
• this cursed abode ! " 



''The pathetic manner that accompa- 
* nied this cheerless narrative, and the 
' singular behaviour of the old man fil- 
' led my mind with sentiments of hor- 
' ror, and 1 was lost iil stupor for some 
' minutes ; when recovering I exclaimed, 
' by what authority can any man detain 
' me against my will ? I will oppose him 
' by force if necessary," '' Ah sir ! " ad- 
' ded a second gentleman, " you argu- 
' ment is just, bet your threats are vain, 
' your attempt would prove futile, and 
'your punishment dreadfuU" I replied 
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that I would endeavour to escape and was 
rejoined by a third gentleman^ who assu* 
red jne my hopes were groundless, and 
that in an attempt to gain bis liberty three 
months since, he himself had broken his 
leg, another said he had injured his arm, 
and that many had been killed by falls 
in similar endeavours, that others had 
suddenly disa(>peared and had never 
been heard of : I was about to reply 
wlien a servant entered the room and 
said his master wished to see me; *^do 
not go," said one, "take- my advice/* 
said another, " for God's sake don't go." 



"The servant told me I had nothing 
to fear, and he entreating tne to follow 
him, I complied, and found the old gen- 
tleman seated dt a table covered with a 
desert and wine ; he arose when I en- 
tered the toom^ and asking pardoa for the 

B 
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apparent rudeues^ he w^ un()er tbc; ne<* 
CQ9&ity oC cojnqaitUng at, dinner, ipfofjo^ed 
ne. that hci wa& a Pbysiciao». aod da^oted 
bi£Ltime to the care^of i^scme per/sQqs, th^tc 
tliQBe gentlemen imho Wi^r^ aj^: tiiiQ dinner; 
tab^l^^ were afl^ctf^ v^itb: a mental de- 
rangen^pt, though th^y frequently, enr 
j^yed lufiid interval?, th9it wine would be 
very detrimental, to tbein, he tberaforo 
n^yer pc^mHttedit to b^ brought in their 
presence ; " but now," continued he, I 
" will have the plec^jure of drinking ^, 
^'bottle t6te-A.-tAte with yon;" I, was^ 
perfectly, satisfied with' this result^ and 
having drank our bottle together, re- 
peated my thanks for the generous mas- 
te?r^'& ho&pitelity an* mounted my horse/' 

The gentleman, bad just, finished this 
relation^ when he^ the lady^ and their 
nieces, w^re set< down at St Paul's 
Churchy which. Uiey efiteredy highly de- 



lighted with the idea of beholding the 
rarities in that Cathedral : at first the 
gentleman had intended keeping the Coach 
'till the party was ready to be driven 
back, but upon second thoughts it 
was deemed btet to lire another at the 
end of the two hours, which time they 
had allotted themselves to view the inle* 
rior of the biriHiW^ and, above all, 
to admire the monuments of their il- 
lustrious predecessors. 

My Coach hfiid not been many mt- 
"firuVes empty, before it was called to take 
two persons who had the appearMrce 
i&f farmers ju^t arrived in London, tmd 
which thii^y seemed vieiy ai^xioui to qtiit, 
ibut in order to forget the regions of 
ismoi^, (against which they ini>t3J^ghed 
^eatly) as much as in Clieir fio^iier, onie 
t>fthem related to the other ti^ following 

singular citciiMMMaiice. 

B 2 
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CHAP III. 



• 

^< About a dozen years ago a gen- 
.tleman resided at Tpnbridge, in Kent, 
.M'ho was possessed of large persoi^al, pro- 
perty, as well as some real estates, there 
%vere- some very large hop grounds be- 
lorigmg to the farm ; of this gentleman, 
insomuch that they always .occupied a vast 
number of hands, and not the fe\vest of 
them were from London and its envi- 
rons : it happened tliat one of these gen- 
try, commonly named trampers, having 
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picfked at this gentleman's garden for some 
years, liad become sligbtlj acquainted with 
his master^ and had without re^rd to bis 
mean condition, ventuired to explain his 
sentiments with so little reserrei as to con- 
vey no other signification than that he 
should be happy to see the gentleman at 
his residence in London, at the same time 
giving him his direction, and closing his in- 
vitation with ibe i^servation, that if the 
^ntleman would permit his son to i!Atii*ry 
a hopper's daughter, he should be tnost 
proud of the alliance, adding also that her 
fortune was twenty thousand pounds, he 
further informed the gaitleman that^ h^v^ 
ing spared no expence with regard to her 
education, he had no doubt that he would 
find, on an introduction, that she was ex- 
tremcly accomplished, and in his humble 
opinion by no means deficient in personal 
attractions* 

B 3 
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* - • 

** The gentleman was greatly amazed at 
the proposal of the hopper, wLo to all ex- 
ternal appearance, was not second to the 
rif-raf of St. Giles's : however, he told him 
that a matter of such importance could not 
be determined on with too little baste, 
therefore time must be allowed him to 
consider of it ; but the hopper still pressing 
his invitation, . his master was necessitated 
to say that he would call on him when he 
next visited London : the hopper soon af- 
terwards . quitted the gientleinan's farm, 
though not without further solicitations for 
a speedy interview with his employer in 
JLondpn. 



" Tlie gentleman soon afterwards open- 
ed the whole affaif to his st>n, who was 
thunderstruck at what his father told himi 
not so much as knowinjor the man's face 
from the rest of the hoppers, but considered 
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; the whole s^^upe, from their appearance, 
las being uhaWe to command more money 
.than Mhat one day's pay made them mas- 
ters of:, and when he reflected on the 
twenty thousand pounds which was to he 
-his, (in case of his acceding to the proposed 
, marriage), he supposed the man niust hav'e 
been out of his mind, or thai he had made 
up the foregoing only as a pretence for his 
entering the house for the purpose of pilfer- 
ing what articles might come in his way : in 
short, thehouse in town M'hich he spoke of, and 
the accomplishments of his daughter were 
circumstances which rendered the whole 
aftair, in the opinion of both the gentleman 
and his son, unworthy of the smallest cre- 
dit : but what the father's surprise was on 
his being in London you shall be shortly 
made acquainted with. 

** He had no sooner reached the metro- 
polis^ than impulse of the feelings, urged 
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by notunpardooableciiriosity) redolyed Initi 
immediately to bend bis steps towards the 
bouse of tbe gentleman of tbe picking tribe, 
to ivbich place he bad been so pressingly 
invited, and it was not long before be arri- 
ved there, which was in one of the prin- 
cipal streets in London. 
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CHAR IV. 



• iulAVING knocked at the door, which 
. was quickly opeaed by a servant in livery, 
the country gentleman enquired whether 

• his master was at home, and was answered 
in the negative, but that he was shortly exr 
pected ; accordingly the gentleman agreed 
to enter, and was ushered into a parlor 

'elegantly furnished, where a young lady 

%vas playing on the piano-forte with the 

accompaniment of her own voice, which 

? was certainly as he thought a pleasing ad- 



dition: she rose on the gentleman's en- 
trance^ and soon quitting her instrument, 
talked with uncommon ease and vivacity : 
a short time afterwards the young lady, 
taking the opportunity of a pause in the 
conversation, rang the JbeU, to inform the 
coachman that the carriage would not be 
wanted 'till the evening* 



'^ The gentleman could hardly bclieve-hia 
ms/tB for what Ihey saw^ suk tus ears for 
^whaft tfaey daad just ibeaard ; yet ndtYiAli- 
'Hiandiug be felt a kiikl of pnesentifmeM; fhrft 
i^s ladf must doie the inteiEided bridfe linr 
Ins son. 



^^ Whikt be w«s ifMiulging m these 
strange ideas, he heard a ring at the bdi, 
and at the same f(the parlor 'beiag so situr- 
Med) saw a maa, (faa))ited as a beggar, cd-* 
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tM SO' distinctly^ that he had no doubt from 
his appearance but that he was the man 
who had'assisted in his hop ground the last 
autumn, and this^ was no other than the 
master of the house, who soon made his 
entr^ very feshionably dressed, and' after 
apologizing that he had not been at home- ' 
on his arrival, ex pressed, the greatest joy at 
seeing him. 



" Soon afterwards the lady Ifeft the room, 
and the master of the house then asked the 
gentleman, whether he had given the sub- 
jcset they, had before conversed upon his 
full consideration, aiid whether hi* deter^ 
mination was fixed; the gentleman could 
not hdp returning thanks( for the offer made 
tq-bis* son, but coi>eluded, by^ observing, 
thitit neiver could be his- intention to mar* 
ly.'him to a^ beggar V daughter, and at the 
Mffiotiine ad^cd, tliat wbatbe'bad commu^ 
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nicated to him in the country had sa ^eatly 
surprised him, that he was determined on 
his coming to town to call oa him, and per-' 
ceiving the whole to turn out as was stated, • 
he had only to say it was oiit of his power 
ever to see his face agaio, observing, that 
an arrant beggar was too detestable a cha- . 
racter for the society of any one." 



I had not proceeded far on my return to 
my stand, (after setting dovtn the two far- 
mers), when 1 was called after by a gentle- : 
man. of genteel deportment, who bid mei 
draw up to a side door in Bridge-Street, 
w here three females of elderly appearance, 
with himself got in : "well,*' said one of' 
them as she entered, " for my parti never 
" was partial to stage or hackney, coaches, 
" they are without doubt useful convenien- . 
"cies and ought always to be deemed as • 
such ; but as fox what the vulgarxall JAiok- a 



*^ 4Qtling, or drivifig through JLondon io a 
** ia^ekoey coach £qt j^^g^ujce^ that is what 
^^ J shall De\^ bfLVf) steepgth of mind to 
^^ endure, and It3 to stuges, there are often 
very disagreeable circumstances attend- 
ing those means of conveyance. 



it 






'' It was but last Christmas^-day that I 
'^ went down by the Twi^kenb^m stage in- 
side, to spend a few day3 with ipy sister 
who Uves near tbat place ; I }Mui scarct- 
'^ ly seated mysell^ when four men of pr% 
^^ digious ^iz/e presented themselves befoie 
^* my astonished ^es ; fire^ that moment 
''I had a fore^tbought Qf the comfort I 
'^^ should expedience on my journey in ^ 
"^ coadii only built to contain ^ur persons, 
' howevffi'f being iever r^dyto accommo-* 
^' ^dat^ and particqlarly in such wiergen^^ 
^' cias/aftar deploring tb^ .cirqumsta^ce of 
^* ow meeting in .so cnftflncd a sitijiatioB^ 
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*^ I began conversing with them on various 
*' subjects, and we had got into prQtty good 
^^ humour when it was about the time of 
'^ our departure from the inn. 



'' I just at that time observed a maid 
<< servant with a child squalling hideously 
'' enter the yard, and was thanking my 
'' stairs that the coach would not admit of ' 
'^ two more human beings ; but I was not 
'^ long permitted to be ^wandering in so 
#' agreeable a mistake, for at that instant 

; ^* the coach door opened, and without the 
" smallest ceremony they ascended the 
** steps, and the porter closing the door, 
^ the coachman went off with the greatest 
" speed : it was impossible for us all to 

' '* find an equal seat, I being the smallest, 
^^ and next the window, was consequently 
^* much jammed against the coach ; it was 
'' in vain that I implored for a little air ; . 
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'^, t)ie child's death would be inevitable if 
'' a window were opened was the answer I 
" received. 



'^ The noise inside was in few degrees inferi- 
^' or to the clamour inthestreet, for the cliild 
^' never cea&ed to entertain the company with 
^* the musicof its pipe the whole way ; and to 
^* add to the general mbfortune, the child 
*^ vomited so frequently that two of the 
" gentlemen, (all of whom had hitherto re- 
^^ mained silent), became very vociferous 
^* and inveigled so greatly against the 
<< maid for bringing the child, and then 
" against the whoje female sex, that I was 
^' compelled for the sake of tliat honor and 
'' delicacy which so happily distinguish it, 
*^ to take part in the cause of my assailed 
'^ companion : but I only added fuel to 
'^ the flame^ for the two othei* men haviQg 
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^ awokik. at beliring the sharp replies and 

V rejoinders applied to their brothers^ and 

'^ considering the whole fraternity, as treat- 

'* ed with that indignity which it would be 

*' inconsistent with the spirit ofmen to en- 

" dure with impunity, accordingly they be- 

-*" gan to pronounce judgment without fur- 

** ther ceremony or loss of time, on the 

'* wetiker l^ex, by loading ud with unjust 

** insinuations and the most undeserved 

*' epithets, but which, though greatly ad- 

'^ Verse to our iiiclitiatiotii^, we were cdm- 

^' pelled to bear : their next object was to 

'' sit in such a manner al^ to squltrft dieir 

** elbows, whith tendered our respective 

^ situations confined and piteous : id short 

^ what with the unbecoming contersaiion 

; ^* of the men, the plan they all pursued of 

^ fei)u(iring their elbows, (and which I ean- 

^ not but think was premeditated), ttnd the 

^«f child's continued roar, I became so ter- 



\ 



'^ iJiM, that I was pale as deadi by the 
^* Uiiie I reached oay sistet 's door : ihe 
'' iuuoediately asked me if I had been 
^ much hurt> supposing from my coiinte- 
** nance that the coach had been overturn* 
'^ed, and had got out the brandy, 'ere it 
^^ was posdble for me to make' her. ae- 
'' quainted with the real »tate and cause of 
'^ my misfortunes : but the immediate ap* 
^ pearance of that invigorating spirit was 
'^ not altogether unuecessary, for the 
^* bruises I had received from the squeezes 
^^ I had endured in consequence of the 
^ gentlemeirs ungain position, with which 
*^ I acquainted my &ister, had occasioned 
** so much soreness, that I deemed it ne» 
cessary to aiford myself an early appli^ 
cation of that spirit to the parts affected, 
'^ and which I have reason to think pre- 
*^ vented those painful consequences which 
^* would otherwise probably have resulted 
^ firom the cruel conduct of the men, 

J> S 
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^ M^ tittei^ «to you miytflna^oe, Was 
*^ greatl]^ sitf prised «nd riaitekod at tny ^c- 
«<«oiifit and BuffisribgB, wad JkAA mttthat 
^ bet determination had teen fixed tMig ago 
^ never to tmter^ stage coath etce^^ froim 
^^ mavoMaUe nedesiiity ; aend fi^dilhiAday 
^^ Inadethe sattemoliitioik'^ 
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CHAP. V- 



XlfH^ misroituDes jou met witbi sur- 

^ piise and shotk me at the same time»'' 

said the gentleman, ^^indeed I never before 

** beard so extrenie a piece of cruelty ; it 

'* certainly derogates from the name of a 

^ gsnAevtMi^ by which I fear few have the 

^ smallest title to be distinguished^ thouj^ 

^ InBny ^xvb desirous of the appellation. J 

* ^atty approvie of your res6lu£bn|^ coij- 

tbued tli^e gentleman, ^ though am grieved 

^ 'When I consider fte price at yAach it was 

f* piBTchased* 
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''But as ^e are talking about stage 
^* coaches, there is a curious incident which 
** oqcurs to my mind/' added the gentleman, 
*^ relating to a friend of mine who was go« 
** ing into the country by a stage in which 
'^ I was a passenger : the circumstance I 
** am about to relate is indeed far different 
'^ from the one you have just meutionedj but^ 
^' if it is agreeable to the party, I shall 
^' have much pleasure in the relation of it 
'' to you/' The ladies expressingtheir wisb 
" to hear it, the geufleman proceeded as fol- 

f 

lows. 



'^ The slowness and precision, (or what* 
' ^ ever you may choose to call it), of some 
^' men is so un pardonably tedious and irk* 
** some, that it is surprising that that mode 
** of conduct is ever pursued, yet notwith- 
'''^ standing it is often perceptible in men^ 
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. '^ aud particulariy among those of weak 
*^ mindsy who are anxious to appear more 
^^ sa^cious than tbey really are* 

" TTie gentleman I before alluded to, 
^^ and \tho was going by the same coach 
'' with myself) possessed this tardiness to 
** the greatest degree^ insomuch that be 
<^ was perpetually the laughing-stock and 
** amusem^t of hn friends ; in short he 
<' was so slow in all his actions^ wprdSt and 
<< mo?ementi^ and w^nt orer the groutid 
« ^ cimtiaually that his head was ever fn 
^ a constant dix. 

V 

< 

** tf e li?ed d few miles from town, and 

' ** the stag^ used frequently to > stop at lus 

^* door either to set him down or take him 

*^up, as he was occupied in business which 

- ^ required his frequent attendanco in 

** tOWfl. 
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^* The coach was one day waitidgfor him 
'* when he was talking with a geotleinad 
*' in the following words, entirely forgpt- 
^^ ful that the coach was stopping solely 
^^ on his account. , 

*^ Bonaparte seems at least to tne a refy 
'* wonderful man, he certainly is so^ nay 
'* without doubt, and what is still, aye still 
' - more surprbing, he has a peculiarity of 
** mind ; l4hink that is the right modepf . 
** expression, but it is difficult toserj^bow we 
f ' ought — I mean which is the bert moiSe 
^* of expression, for there are now se ma- 
^ ny dictionaries, and all, yes verily all 
^* different from one another : I think I 
'* am right, but yet I may be wrong, it Js 
** common for me,"—*** Sir" (says the coach- 
'* man) ** I am waiting for you alone, Sir, 
** pray make haste.'' — " I wiir answered 
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^^ the gentlemaD^ ** that is I mean, no impe- 
^' diment arising, to be with you in a mi* 
" nute or two, " To proceed progressive- 
"Ijj (continued the gentleman to his 
i^ friend ), ^' it is common for me when I 
^^-seem to be going wrong that is, perhaps 
" not actually wrong, to inquire of superior 
^^ judgment, or in other words to ask auo- 
" ther's opinion, perhaps not more correct 
** than my own. Pray what inay be your 
^'opinion?" ^*This is a delicate thing to 
** answer,*' says the other gentfcmaA, ** af- 
** ter a man W your penetration^ indeed I 
** always feel a kind of shrinking back" — 
^^ Sir/' says the coachman, addressing the 
other gentleman, ^^ I cannot wait any Ion- 
** ger, my passengers are all tired of waiting 
*' as well as myself/*. " I will come im- 
" mediately " (returned the g^tleman) ^' I 
** always, said his friend continuing, fsel a 
kind of shrinking back as I heSore ob- 
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** served, ^or something similar to occupying 
^* another's seat; now IVe hit ft, jwA that 
" sort of feeKng, when I am asked my c^i- 
'' nion by a gentleman, and imrticalarlj. by 
*^ one possessed of so many inteUectual ea- 
*' dowBients. 



. ) 



" Sir," (says the other gentleman), " you 
*' wrong me, or (popularly speaking) ypu 
" overload me; I do not <;sillmyse1f prq- 
" fessor, though there are now a-days m«- 
'* ny ignorant, (that is unskilled), profes- 
'' sors of intellectual endowments as . y9.u 
" were so obliging as to stile me, 



*' By the bye how beautifully thedistincii- 
^' onbetween the w^rds iguorantAod imskil- 
^^ led i3'ducidated in that book of miM m 
"theclo^e*; did I ever ^hew it to you.? 
^* for I do not in general except to my 
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'^ choice friends, as it is rather a master-' 
^' piece on popular words ; you may guess 
*^ the author. I have only just had it prints 
" ed ; if you are willing we will step to my 
" library before I go." — *' Sir/' (says the 
" coachman) *' I am goingoffthis moment.** 
" Well, (says the gentleman to his friendX- 
*' then we must abandon the idea of seeing 
** the library ; therefore coachman " turn- 
'^ ing to him, continued he, '^ I am conie 
to get in," ^ * Sir " says tlie coachman ** I 
tliought the coach would have gone without 
you :" ** all ready," said h^ mounting his 
box, •* no," cries the gentleman from with-? 
in side, '^ I have left my stick behind, I say 
** I have lost my stick, stop," tut the coach- 
man inattentive, to the exclamations of the 
gentleman drove, off. 
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X FEAR I have iutruded too much on my 
reader^s time, and exhausted the greatest 
part of his patience^ in going through so 
progressively this ridiculous incident^ but 
when he considers how true a picture it 
presents of many persons^ who^ destitute 
of all mental qualifications, endearour to 
put on a kind of pretended precision and 
extreme slowness, which they imagine may 
operate on the minds of their superiors as 
« kind of, I know not what, and accompa- 
nied with a sternness or rather severity of 
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aspect, and hollowness of tonci they iQr 
dulge a hope that it will give some weight, 
to their almost unmeaning expressions : 
but alas ! how often it happens that layers 
of nets are by their own unsuccessful stra* 
tagems themselves frequently caught. 

9 m 

Thus it is with the poissessors of these 
imbecile miodsi who incapable of attract- 
ing the notice and regard of others by tlieir 
mdntal productions, exhibit as a blind those . 
diaUow artifices jiist mentioned, which con- 
tain thtp clearest . manifestation of their ig« , 
oofance and folly. 

m 

9 

I had not proceeded far on my return 
to my stand before a voice bid me dr^w 
up tathe* corner ^ of a street, and it was 
not long before Doctor Atkins enteredt 
who was going with his sister-in-law and 
two of his cousins as far as Bishopsgpite- 
Street, and from thence they were to 

£2 
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proqeed from one of the inns to bis reo 
tory, in the County of Essex. 

« • 

;' The doctor was reaching that period of 
life when the spirits begin jtd flag, and re- 
quire soniething humorous or interesting, 
to entertain that portion of time which 
must otherwise pass dull and tedious : for- 
tunately, Mrs. Martin who was oiie of 
his cousins/ was capable by the flbw jq£* 
a luxuriant imagination and 4Shedr{bl SH^^ 
course, to enliven the doctor during pwpt- 
. of their ride to ^e inn, till at -lehgtii 
having exhausted her store of w^ds afa^* 
the doctor getting rather snappish, sl^' 
fortunately! recalled the following true 
circumstance to her recollection, which 
exactly filled up the remaining time/ 
and seemed, as she proceeded' in it, tq- 
occupy no small portion of the reverend' 
divine's attention. 



I ■ » »■ ■ 
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CHAP. VIL 



- X HERE was a gentleman at Chelsea 
\irho was remarkably fond of being consi- 
dcfred heroic, and ta have performed seve-. 
ral exploits which be always took particu* 
lar care should redound %^ ^s honor and 
advantage; there was one stprvin prefer 
rence to others of which he was partially 
fond, and often accustomed to relate, chii^y 
no doubt on account of the valour he might 
be credited to possess in the relation of i1^ 
ffnd with which. 1 propose now to acquaint 

E 3 
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you, though fe&r 1 shall fail ia its proper 
embellishments. 

^^ He was one day walking through Five 
Fields, near Chelsea, when he was accosted 
by two footpads, who demanded his mo- 
ney, and accordingly with the true spirit of 
heroism, he immediately drew his sword 
from the scabbard, and as quickly stabbed 
one of the robbers through the body, and 
the other would have met with the saoM^^. 
speed y dissolution, had not his sword run 
into a post, upon ^wbicbthe remainhi^ rob- 
ber ran off with the utmost precipitation: 
this circumstance the hero was constantly 
acquainting the same company with ; and 
one day a gentleman who resided at the 
same village, and had heard of this hemic 
exploit from others, but not from the moutfar 
of the hero, happened to meet him at « • 
dinner party, having previous to it design^ 
edly provided himself with t&e point of m 
swords 
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•''The cloth bad not longbeen remov^, be- 
fore this great atchievement uras brought 
ou the carpet, i^hen the lasl-^meotioned 
gentleman produced bis point of a sword, 
which he observed must have been the 
same, as he picked it up close to tbe spot 
described by the heroic relater : the hero 
begged he might be .permitted to preserve 
the pointy as a small meiifMito of his a$ h&^ 
confessed' rather noble exploit, and with 
irhich he should undoubtedly satisfy isieveral 
cf lus friends, who dould scarcdy believe 
it poiteible for amy mortal to have been the 
f^^r of dO distinguii^in^ an atchieve^ 
ment« 

The above stery had the happy efibct'of 
entirely removing the reverend divine's inri- ' 
tabiii^, and h^ arrived at the inn in perfecli 
good humour : but judge his surpriise anfd 
mortificatioQy>4»D finding Aat the coaicb> te^ 
i»4ddthehadii89cured a;* pliMJi^ bad left tto- 
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inn half an hour, in consequence of its be- 
ing the winter season, which circumstance^ 
(though the doctor had been before appri- 
sed of it), had escaped his memory. ^ 

He found, however, some consolation id 
spying out an old friend, who had seated 
himself on a barrel that was standing in the 
inn yard, considering how he should dis- * 
pose of himself in consequence of his plans 
being thwarted by a similar disappoiDt)»ir 
ment to that of the reverend divine : but afr^ 
ter mutual condoleinents, and a kind iavi* 
tation from the doctor, it was agreed 
that they should all return to his house, . 

' While my horses were resting I over- 
heard this conversation, and thought it pru- 
dent to wait the issue, thinking it probable I : 
might have the job of conveying them back 
to the place from whence 1 had set outwith 
them, which proved to be the case^ land m:-- 
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a few minutes, they all with the stranger 
got in, who I soon orerheard relatiB the fol* 
lowing adventure which entertained me 
more than any other I had heard be-'* 

fore. . 

• • 

*^ I am/' said he addressing the reverend 
divine, an '^apothecary, and should nothave 
intruded 'Upon nrf story in acquaindng yon 
with .my profession, if it were net male-' 
riaUy necessary, as you iHIl find in the 
sequel; 

^^Itfy residence is in Sond-Street, and a 
few weeks «ince, n letter was brought me 
there requesting my attendance in the coun-' 
tf y, mbeift eight miles distant, ti> see a pa^' 
tient who resided there, and ^ho was, as I- 
was informedi dangerously ill ; as soon as 
pbssible I complied with the request of my 
letter j and sat off in the afternoon, an offer 
b^ni; cootained in my letter gf sleeping at 
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my patient's house one night and to retoro 

the next morning, which I deemed it most 

prudent to accept ; this being the case, I. 

did not leave town 'till late, and I arrived 

at the house of my patient between eight and 

nine at nighty 

* 
, '^I immediately requested ti^t my arrival 

might be made known to tha family, in order 

that I might be shewn mto the patient^s (wfaa 

was a gentleman about sixty) apartment ;. 

the servant wlio opened the door to me. 

appeared ignorant that his master had 

been suddenly taken ill with a fit of the 

gouty and that he had sent to his apotb0^ 

cary, but in compliance with my desire coQ^ 

ducted me to the parlour where hb master 

was sitting without even a fire. 

*^ Struck with astonishment at this unex* 
pected sight, I immediately deemed it ne- 
qe^sary, without permission, to png^ tb^ 
b^Ili as in my opinion death would inevi- 
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tabiy. ensue^ were my patient to remain 
Jtben a minute longer in a room without a 
.fire : I likewise told the servant to have a 
.fire lit in his master's bed room, concluding 
with a request that my patient might be 
removed to it immediately : ** for goodness 
^^sake, Sir/' said I, ^'consider how suddenly 
^^you have been seized; pray don't think 
<f so lightly of it at your time of life, such 
^Budden fits are very alarming. 

**What do you mean?" returned the 
genilemani *^wbo sent you? do you in- 
" tend to worry my out of my life ? here 
.''was I "(continued he) ^'sitting quietly, and 
^'you come in, roaring like a mad bull, 
^* ordering fires to be lit, Sir, if you are in 
'' your right senses, my servant shall chas- 
^ tise you 'ere you quit my house, I never 
" received such an insult before ; an apo- 
'' thecary coming in at all hours, and with- 
'^ but ainy previous notice is not a fit object 
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* to escape puDishment Nbw^ withtM^ 
' further preface, proceeded t)i& geiitle»- 

* man, to leesen, (1 will not say prevent) 
' your own chastisement, tell me who 

* sent you? or wliether you came with 

* the foul intent to kill me by surprise ?** 

* speak'' continued he, ringing ihebell, **and 

* give me an unexceptionable answer; or 
' my servant shall punish you in my pre- 

* sence." The foregoing ■■ was the exact 
conversation which took place between me 
and my reputed patient, said the apotheca- 

■ • ■ • 

ry, excepting a trifling addition which I 
will acquaint you witlu y 



* 
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CHAP VIIL 



JN£V£Rwas mortal more astonished 
*^ tbao I was, and verily thought one p^ the 
^^ other of us was out of his senses :" 
'^ speak,'' said he aloud, " ooee more." — 
^ Pray fDoderate your passions, said J, re- 
^ coUecting my situation, inflammatories 
'^ may be dangerous ; do, Sir, let me feel 
** your puLse r" " Feel my pulse ?" return- 
ed he, ^^ give him the jmlae of my stick ?* 
cried he to iiis servaoti ^^ hold him up that 
'^his blood aaay t^ve pr(^r circulatioD^ 
<< and ibat his aensw may retunk" 
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**Now, Sir/* said he, addressing me, 
*' give an acccunt of yourself? how you 
" came hither^ and with whal intent," **Sir," 
answered I, having a little recovered my- 
self, " here is a letter which I received ye»- 
^' terday, and which I supposed came from 
*' you, but now discover it to be a most cru- 
*' cl deception**' 

" The gentleman, having read the letter 
, once or twice over, became a little more 
pacified, and at lengtli went so far as fo 
beg pardon for the harsh words with which 
-he had greeted me, ia short by degrees he 
became as civil as he was before ungentle* 
manly, pressing my stay at his house that 
night, and even the whole of next day with 
such solicitation, that it m as very difficult 
only to accept the former invitation, but 
w hich I effected, and left his house the fol- 
lowing morning, when we parted better and 
more intimate friends than we had ever 
before been. 
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" I reached town about twelve o'clock, l>y 
which time I had almost forgotten riic latt 
night's adventure, which circumstance was 
rariier apropos, as it made room for others 
of a more miportant nature. 

*' It happened, as I had nearly reached 
my house that theve was a stoppage in tlie 
street, and after the post-cbaise had stood 
still a few minutes, 1 let down the glass of 
the wmdow, to observe . what occasioned it, 
never having before known <o great a 
number of all sorts of vehicles assemble 
together. 

** I was within four doors of my house^ 
^and seeing a couple of coal carts loaded, 
ventured to order the carters to drive 
on, as they prevented the thoroughfare for 
carriages : they told me they could not 
stir a peg, that all the vehicles of difier- ^ 



F 



o 



^f ADYBNTVAH Of A 

<ent descriptions which ivere waitings be^ 
longed to the same housCy which was 

fi Mr. G— 's, an apotheqary, higher 

up, which was no other than my owiw 

^^ I was, as you may suppose^ greatly 
surprised at tliis intelligence, and getting 
out of my chaise, made forward towards 
my own house. 

■ 
■ « 

'^ It was not without great difficulty 
that I obtained entrancCt as the passage 
and steps were crowded with carmen, post 
chaise boys^ coal-heavers, dustmen, pfuio* 
forte makers, engine makers, and even 
waggoners with their waggons, with many 
others, waiting to be admitted, according 
to the orders they had respectively receiv- 
ed : I told all I saw that they had been 
grossly deceived, for I had ordered nd^ 
thixig, this occasioned a little dispersion df 
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carriages, but it odly made rdoin for others^ 
which had returned a second time in 
consequence of not finding me at home 
before, and had been ordered hy their 
masters to come again. 
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CHAP. IX. 



-DY the time the greater part of these 
vehicles had dispersed^ the entrance of the 
iiouse was again filled, but with persons of 
other descriptions, pastry-cooks, fruiterers^ 
bakers, confectioners, taylors, silversmiths, 
with maiiy others, all of whom I was obli- 
ged, (to prevent the tumult that would 
arise by my going out to them), to have 



t 



brought to me one by one in a little >, 
room* J. ■■ v^" 



\ 
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'^ My labours were nearly completed by 
Wn o'dock at night, and I bad sent all 
coiners from my dcor, though not without 
their shewing evident signs of discontent 
and displeasure, at being rendered the ob-^ 
j^ets of such provoking ridicule. 

9 

** I had now become a tittle composed 
and quiet, meditating the pleasures of retir- 
ing to rest after the fatigues I had expe« 
rienced that day, as well as the evening be* 
forc^ and had just put out all my candles 
bat one, when to my terror and surprise, I 
ofa^^erved a figure enter and stop when he 
came within two yards distance of me, 
the recollection of him even now alarms 
me* 

^^ He was habited in a brown snuff co- 
loiured coat, which nearly covered him froQi 
head to feet; his][waistco{(t was one of those 
irti^ you might have observed han^g 
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up in Monmouth-Street about twenty yeacrt 
since, edged with gold fringe and mother 
of pearl buttons, and which appeared evi- 
dently impaired by time ; added to this be 
Lad a large slouched hat studded with silver 
stars, and which, when pulled off, press- 
ed a wig larger than I had ever before seen, 
beaded witligoose-quiUs, so that it was a 
figure of so awful an appearance, that 1 did 
not for a second time venture to trust my 
eyes with it ; in my then indefinable hor- 
ror, he appeared to me an extraordinary 
porcupine, which I thought might have 
been at last sent from the Exeter Change 
to close my harrassed existence. 

'^ I was soon cleared of my mistake, 
for in a moment the figure came close to 
me, and in a whisper, said, all things were 
ready, except the blue devils, which he 
feared could not be formed in less thaii 
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three hours ; '' but," coDtiuued be^ ^^ I wiU 
^^ go home immedtately and hurry nay men, 
'^ who I have not aeen for the la»t two 
/* hours, having been at Lady L ■ ■■ ■ ■ » ■ ' • 
^^ houif I who had int^pded glvipg a mas- 
^' querad« this eveoiog, but has put* it o^ 
*' in consequence of my informing her that 
/' w^ men were all employed for your mMk 
'^ querade to nii^b'' 

^' After laying thii, he flew out of th« 
^room, and, making towards the outward 
door^ cried ou^ ^'Fetrootl they sbattitt 
•Vbeready.'' 

• • ■ ■ 

** All this surprised me so greatly, that 
I was almost bereft of my understanding, 
and he left me as. might be expected, eunk 
in a state of cruel stupefaction. 

; " I had not long been in this reverie, 
iirben my maid servant entered, and inform* 
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ed me it was gone twelve : I had by this 
times recovered in some degree my recolTec- 
tion, aiid told her what the strange being 
had said, bidding her lock up all the doors, 
for not a ningle person more should ent^r 
myhotisetbatnight; soeach of us according- 
ly retired to our own rooms, «nd I eujbyed, 
vhat I greatly stood in need of, a most re- 
freshing sleepi but was informed in the 
morning that several gentlemen and ladies 
and their sernintSi having knocked at 'my 
door a considerable time, suf)p08ed, from 
its not being opened, that they had miista* 
ken the street, and therefore ordered their 
coachmen to drive otf. 



^ 
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CHAP. X. 



Jl HIS was the incident tiiat occurred 
" to me,** continued the gentleman, **and 
^^ which I tbinli: wae pot without provo- 
" cation." 

" Very much so indeed,** Aiid the hdy, 
•* and pray '' added bhe, " were you ever 
able to discover the wicked designer of 
such a plot? indeed I think no punish* 
^. ment luffidentfbr tlMi person^ whose miml 
^' is capable of such oaalevolence to bis hi- 
'* low creatures/' 
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** No madam/' 'said he, **I nerer was 
'^ able to discover who was the cruel au-* 
^* thor, but if it were possible for me to do 
so, in my opinion I should not be doing 
justice to mankind to leave unpunbhed 
** so vile an offender/' 

*^ I approve of your principles extreme- 
" ly," said the lady, ** and trust the ill dis- 
^^ posed wretch will not remain long con- 
' *^ cealed." ^^ Indeed ihe gentteman you vi- 
** sited in the country,'' contiiiued the iady, 
^^ did not act within the smallest rule of 
^'propriety, in his rude behaviour towards 
*' you, although he seemed desirous after- 
• ^* wards to endeavour to cotnpensaie fo^ his 
*^ rough txsnduct by his ttmrked chdlity and 
'^ politeness, whidi kk sofine timtate textiti- 
^'guished the blot ^tliaraMi^ mutt hltve 
^ itevHiably 8fuffet^>lhit]i hb^iiviftg tre&t- 
*' ed his medieal gMrtkMnim^a Im MttaiH^ 
t^ with such disrespect" 
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Doctor Atkins was so shocked at the 
treatment his friend had experienced, that 
ke was almost incapable of uttering any 
things and what he did say was in so low 
1; lone, that I could not overhear it. 

I had set my party down at the doctor's 
bouse, which was a few miles from town, 
and was returning back to my stand, when 
a servant proceeded hastily from a house in 
the paragon, and perceiving me to be disen^ 
gaged, bid me draw up to the house from 
-whence he came, where I found a party 
had fixed to visit Covent Garden Theatre 
that evening, in order to see Mrs. Siddons^ 
in tlie character of Isabella in the *^ Fatal 
^arriagl^'' and bemg disappointed in the 
carriage they were accustomed to depend 
(i n,tbeir hopes of seeing the theatre that 
<[fy!f ning were almdst exhausted^ when I 
fimxmately for them passed by. 
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The ladies, two of whom seemed not above 
fourteen years of age, and two gentlemen, 
(altogether five in number) got in very readi- 
ly, when the conversation, as might be ex- 
pected, turned upon the merits of tlijB 
actress tliey were about to $ee, as well 
as on the serious subject of the play, 
and the earnest attention that it preserves 
to the end. 

At length the elder lady observed to bet 
young friends, that from the^ character 
they would see sustained, many profitable 
lessons might be derived, and after des- 
canting for a short time on the uncertainty 
of human happiness, and the numerous 
crosses which continually opposed it and 
that the great antidote against all mis- 
fortunes was the placing our desires and 
affections in a situation consistent with 
the rules of .propriety, she related to them 
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8 following circumstance, which in her 

linion was not altogether inapplicable 
the present moment, and being strict* 
true, she doubted not but that it would 

»aimand their attention. She proceed* 

[ as follows* 



*»- 
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CHAP. XL 



JLiORD ■ ' ■ — , when a youth at 
'* Winchester School, fell in love with a 
** Miss - — ■ -^ , of that place, a very 
*' beautiful and amiable girl, his friends 
*' hoping that absence would remove the 
** impression made on his heart, sent 
^^ him abroad, where he remained several 
" years, but all their endeavours to extin- 
*^ guish his attachment proved unavailing^ 
'^ for on his return to England, he renewed 

** his addresses to * Miss , and 

* * soon afterwards married her : they were 
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^^ blessed with five sweet children, and their 
^'marriage was crowned with happiness^ 
** 'till a most shocking and unnatural pas* 

'^ sion took possession of JLord ■-■ f 

**for his half sister, Miss , 

^^ with whotn he afterwards lived, and had 
**. several children by her. 






She has long, it is said, become a sin- 
cere penitent, and lives in seclusion with 
^* her children, over one of whom she is 
*^ supposed to repeat these affecting lines. 

** Sleep my babe ill fated boy ! 
" Offspring of unlawful joy, 
" Soundly sleep ! And never know^ 
" All my heart's distracting woe : 

*^ Fain would I with anguish wild, 
" Pray to God to bless thee, child, 
" But that injured God will ne'er 
" Listen to thy mother's pray'r ; 

g3 
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*^ Yet, if heav'n no more will sbed 
^ Balmy comforts on my head, 
^ What its^ justice take» from me^ 
'^ May its mercy grant to thee T'* 

^•Poor Lady — ^plivedm grief and 

** retirement in the lower part of Lincola- 
** shire with her five children 'till about two 
'^ years since, when death released iier from 
*• her misery.'' 

The parly seemed deeply moved at this 
affecting circumstance, and one of the gen- 
tlemen, who was a clergyman, not deeming 
it improper or unseasonable to give some 
{Tcneral advice to the young ladies, observ- 
ed, that in hi$ opinion, there was nothing 
in this life more arduous than the proper 
choice of a friend, and nothing more to be 
guarded against than the hasty formation 
of an attachment 

* Xbe foregoing lloet liare been let to mask. 
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'^ We all/' continued he, " would live hap- 
^^ pily if ill oar power, it is all our wiah and 
'^ design ; but we know not what constitutes 
** a happy life, we are engaged however in 
'^ a blind and eager inquiry after it, and 
*\ by mistaking our road, the more apeec^ 
'^ we make the further we wander from tha^ 
** wished-for path. 

'• We should consider what will give U9 
** possession of eternal happiness, not what 
*' is most customary and generally appro- 
" ved of : worldly felicity is apt to turn 
*' the brain and elevate a man too much, 
'^ but, if he be ever so fortunate as to regain. 
** his senses, he will confess, that he wishes 
** undone nearly whatsoever he has done; 
•* and that the things he dreaded were 
*' better than those he prayed for. 

**The real blessings of life are easily 
** attained, but we wilfully blunder on in 
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" the dark : tranquillity consists in an 
'^ equal mind which no alteration of fortune 
^^ can exalt or depress. 

"Had Lord , possessed this 

V desirable calmness, had he not, eagerly 
** rushing forward, voluntarily consulted 
" the gratification of his passions in prefe- 
" rence to the guidance of reason, if indeed 
** his affections had not been improperly 
** placed, he might have enjoyed a perpe- 
" tual calm: "his nature," continued the 
'gentleman, "was benevolent, and previ- 
" ous to the lamentable disgrace, (as I have 
" understood), he attracted the love and ad- 
" miration of those known tp him/' • 

The party now arrived at the theatre, 
where, (no apppointmenthaving been made 
for my conveying the company back), 
I left them. 



The following moroing was unusmUy 
fair for the seasoa of the year, being early 
in Decembef| and I had been waiting un- 
employed on my stand, (though very un- 
u«ual)| nearly an hour, when a footboy 
desired me to drive to No. — f in Grosve- 
nor-Place, and stop ; I accordingly obeyed, 
and soon two ladies got in^ and the ser* 
vant behind^ from whom J karned tlieir 
namesi and who ordered me to drive to 
various parts of the town for his mistresses 
to pay their ceremofsal morning visits. 
Dering the ride I overheard the fc^wmg 
comersetipa 



*^ This is the ninth of December/' 
Mrs. Baker to her sister, ^'^ and no less than 
my bridal day. 

^'Ah! yott knoiw^ I always said that 
^' iH>body should ever hear me complain of 
^^ &e events that day wae the origin of; 
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^ and that should my marriage in any way 
^^ prove disagreeable, owing to the per- 
'^ verse disposition of my husband, I al« 
*^ ways boasted of my ability to conceal i^ 
^*^ and you, I think, must be sensible of my 
'< ever as yet having done so, but I do say 
'' nobody else could have endured the cru- 
" el things that I have at times experien- 
** ced from him, and yet at other times h« 
'^ seems as if he loved me. 

^' It is a long time since I've seen you, 
'^ and thou^ painful subject ; I must relate 
" to you our journey to Folkestone with 
^ the children, who you know are always 
" cross enough/' 

^' My dear sister," said her companion, 
*' I beg you will not relate any thing that 
'^ is likely to produce any painful sensa* 
'* tion, for nothing is further from my de- 
^^ sire, than that you who are possessed of 
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^ SO many domestic grievances, should uti- 
" necessarily be afflicted with any additi- 
" onal trouble." 

*' Your kindness/' said Mrs. Baker, " is 
** only equal to that you have shewn me 
^^ on other occasions, and, could I suppose 
** my husband's temper to be in any degree 
** moderated by my silence, 1 would 
** observe it, but I am well aware that 
•* will never be the case ; therefore will not 
** deprive myself of the trifling gratification 
"of relating my own sorrows to a sister, 
** and particularly to one who is ever, ready 
*^ to condole and sympathise with the dis* 
^tressed* 



^ 
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CHAP. XII. 



"^ Well/' said Mrs. Baker, '' we sat off 
from Grosvenor-Place at seven o^cIock in 
a post-chaise, Captain Baker, myself, and 
the two children, who are between two and 
three years of age ; to proceed progres- 
sively, I must inform you that the clouds 
never ceased discharging themselves the 
whole way. 

" We had not got many miles before 
the children became terribly fractious and 
wanted their playthings, it was in rain 
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to endeavour to quiet them, I strained 
every nerve for the purpose, but all at- 
tempts were futile. 

" I could have borne with this and per- 
haps more without complaining, but in the 
midst of the confusion my husband became 
in a wretched humour and pulled the chil- 
dren's hair for a considerable time, and 
scolded me for bringing them with us; 
this was too much, I had borne enough 
before and therefore gave vent to my feel- 
ings by a flood of tears. 

'^ In this uncomfortable condition we 
arrived at Farningham, (the first stage), 
where, to our inexpressible disappointment, 
iiot a chaise was to be had, but out came 
the landlady begging to know if she could 
be of any use in bringing out some harts- 
horn and wateri when my inhuman husband 

H 
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fearful of my explaining the true cause of 
my tears« said I had met with an accident, 
uhich owing to the discomposure it had 
occasioned in the carriage rendered the 
end rather tragical. 

*' I was too low to make any reply to 
what Captain Baker had said, and fortu- 
nately meeting with a return chaise, we 
drove off, though not without the laughter 
and ridiculous jokes made by the ostlers and 
others standing by, who had considered it 
in a far diflferent light from what was the 
real truth. 

" I was very angry with Captain Baker 
for his conduct, who appeared afterwards 
in some degree sorry at the distress it had 
occasioned me. 

" We now proceeded for some mil^ 
quietly, and the children appeared tired of 
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crying : I did not venture to titter a sin- 
'gle syllable, fearing I should only hasten 
that storm which I foreboded must inevi- 
tably succeed so unusual a celm : I there- 
fore was mute though it was not long of 
tnuch avail, for soon the children, without 
any provocation, began roaring louder 
than before, insomuch that the shock set 
the horses off at full speed, and put 
Captain B. into a worse humour than at 
first; 

** We rode on in this condition for little 
less than six miles, which put some kind 
of period to our distraction, for we had now 
arrived at the Royal Oak, on Wrotham 
Heath, situated about two fhiles beyond th^ 
town of Wrotham ; here we again changed^ 
our vehicle and horses, and set forward 
for Maidstone, though not in a plea* 
saoter mode than iiitherto, for Captain 

h3 
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Baker now became more acrimonious and 
ilUhumoured than before^ and it was quite 
impossible to endeavour to make him com- 

fortable. 

'^ When I noticed a house, on account 
of its grandeur and magnificent appea- 
rance, he would affirm and maintain that 
it was only a cottage, the same with the 
parks we observed, he called them mere 
paddocks, and by the time we had got to 
Maidstone, chiefly owing to his perverse 
temper, together with the noise of the chil- 
dren, my head was nearly ready to split 
with torment. 

*• We had now arrived at half our jour- 
ney's end, and to undergo all the disasters 
we had encountered, over again, afforded 
no very pleasing a prospect: but so it 
w as, and we had to make the most of our 
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•time as it was then two o'clock, we accord- 
^^y S^t equipped and set off with all 
baste, 

** It was now that I enjoyed some portion 
of tranquillity^ though not without fears of 
a new commotion, but which happily were 
not realized, for the whole party, excepting 
tnyself, went through the next stage under 
&e powers of Somnus, who I should have 
rejoiced had he taken them sooner under 
his protection. 

*' We now arrived at Charing, where, 
fortunately, owing to our continuing the 
same post chaise on to the next stage, my 
jyarty remained dormant, and were not in- 
terrupted 'till we got to Ashford, which was 
fhe last stage before we reached f olkstone, 
the place of our destination, 

b3 
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'^ Reasonable beings would naturally 
conclude, that when Captain B. a\75kef 
he would appear as pleasant and agree^ 
able as he was before morose and sul- 
len, but not so, my dear friend, indeed 
quite the reverse, and instead of an honest 
acknowledgement of his own ill-behaviour 
and an endeavour to make himself pleas- 
ing, his slumbers broke with accents which 
infused poison into all the hopes and con« 
jectures I had before fondly cherished. 
' ^ Well teazing wife," he exclaimed^ " and 
'* where are we now?" 

*' I feigned sleep, but this was not of 
much avail, for he suddenly seized my 
hair, and pulled it to such a degree^ 
that I was compelled to roar out from ago- 
ny; this awoke the children w^ho, being 
alarmed at the noise occasioned by my 
husband's brutality, recommenced their 
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cries, which did not cease 'till we reached 
our recently taken lodging at Folkstone. 

"Here we got out, (1 suppose I did) 
though I know not what 1 did, I was in 
such tormenting pains : I told the maid 
(who went by the coach a day before to get 
things in a state of preparation), to stuff 
the children's mouths with bread and but 
ter to stop the progress of their cries ; 1 
then went up stairs and sunk down upon 
the bed, I believe more dead than alive : 
here I remained for a considerable time, 
and when I went down again, was rejoiced 
to find Captain B. in a very good bu« 
mour : he had sent the children to bed, 
who I believe were the cause of his ill-con- 
duct on his journey to me, but which I told 
him had my forgiveness/ 

*'Well,'* returned the sister, " Iccmi- 
" mend you forbearance^ though must add 
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'^ that I never heard, in all the accounts I 
" have had from you of your husband's 
*' faults, any which appear to roe less ca- 
" pable of being excused." 
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CHAR XIII. 



X WAS returning to my stand in Oxford- 
Street, after having set down the unibrtti* 
nate wife and her amiable sister, when I 

. was accosted by two yoiing ladies who 
seemed to l>elong to that class of femalte 
who superintend the care and education of 
young ladies at seminaries in the nature of 
assistants or governesses ; they command- 
ed me to stop, accordingly I obeyed, jump* 
ed down and opened the door, when tbe 
ladies instantly got in and bid me drive to 

^ the Obelisk in St George's Fields, it being 
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their intention to go to the Surry theatre in 
company with some other ladies who they 
were to meet in that neighbourhood. 

I mounted my box and drove off at 
full speed 

'' Well/' says one of the ladieis who was 
rather older than the other^ ** the marriage 
^ state to be sure is desirable under some 
« ^* circumstances, but objectionable under 
'. ^ others : I think I have understood the 
^' common calculation to be that there is 
. ^* only one man out of ten who is worthy 
' ^* of a prudent wife and if that be the case, 
'* surely those are fools who risk their own 
'^ condition unless under peculiar circum- 
'^ stances^ and in pursuance of the subject 
" we have entered upon, namely, the happi-t 
*• ness of the bridal state, I will relate a 
: ^* circumstance which I think will giva 
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** some weight to my opinion, and afford 
<' a good reason for the supposition that it 
'^ has not been too hastily formed ; as often 
" indeed as I reflect on this topic, no less of- 
" ten am I convinced that my sentiments 
** respecting it are not without due consi- 
*' deration/* 

'^ I long to hear,^' said her friend, " any 
** thing in persuasion of women continuing 
^Mn a disencumbered state^ tliough I must 
** confess my wishes in that respect are ra- 
'^ ther contrary to your's, yet I shall ever 
** retain a due deference to the opinion of 
'' one who I consider as possessing no small 
** portion of penetration and judgment" 

'* Madam," (returned the other), " you 
" flatter me exceedingly, indeed my ambi- 
^* tion and delight would be in the greatest 
" degree elevated, could they rest under 
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" the enviable assurance that my discrimi* 
** nation and judgment were not inferior to 
" ycnir kindness and condescension. But 
*' my promise shall not escape unperform- 
" ed, and I will now relate the instance, to 
** prove my assertion, respecting tlie prefe- 
'• rence to a single rather than a married 



(( 



state. 



" A friend of mine in Warwickshire late- 
** \y married a gentleman of the same coun- 
" ty, they appeared previous to their naar- 
'* riage, greatly attached to each other, 
*' though 1 have reason to fear that the 
*' union did not tend to increase the felicity 
''-of either party. 

*' The lady had been accustomed always 
" to reside at her father's mansion from the 
*^ time of the courtship to the marriage 
" day, but that day, alas ! (as it often b) 
** was productive of events w^iich, (not be- 
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^*.ing anticipated are unfortunately not 
** looked forward to with suflScient caution), 
** proved grievously distressing, for, after 
" the ceremony was concluded, and the 
'* party were on their return, the lady got 
^* in her parent's chariot instead of her hus- 
^* baud's, and according to the determina* 
" tion made, at the time of setting out, the 
" whole of the party (including the bride) 
"had intended diningat her quondam place 
^' of residence, but the husband perceiving 
" the desire of his recently made wife, and 
*' anxious to lose no time in order that an 
" understanding might take place respect- 
-^' :ing the authority which, in his conception, 
" he alone had a right of possessing over 
^* her, accosted her, just after she had seat- 
" ed herself, in the following words. 

^VMadam, you wish we should return to 
*' Mr» A—- — , your father and dine with 
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'^ him, I now iaform you that is not my in- 
" tention, my desire is that you return in 
" our own chariot and dine at our own 
^* house ; I must acknowledge that you en- 
*' tered the church mistress, but at the 
^' same time it is your business to own that 
'^ I came out master, and shall not now 

pass by the opportunity afforded me erf 

shewing my authority. 
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At 



** The lady was compelled to enter her 
*^ own chariot and ride home with her hufr- 
" band, which ride, (though the first she 
** ever had with him)^ I have heard her af- 
** firm was the most uncomfortable one she 
** ever had. 

•* Now Mrs. (continued the lady), 

^' pray draw a natural conclusion from this 
"instance, and tell me whether you do not 
^ think the husband's behaviour reprehen- 
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** sible and even to be called barbarous, in 
" asserting that right and control so pre- 
*Vmaturely, the idea of which is so adverse 
*^ to the feelings of the generality of our 



*'sexr" 



*' I am sorry,*^ answered Mrs. ^ " to 

** differ so widely from you in opinion, and 
•^more^ particularly respecting your last 
** sentence, which proceeded with too mucli 
'^ haste, and was without doubt void of that 
*^ exactness and nicety of judgment with 
" which your opinion is so. usually accom- 
*• panied. 

^ In regard to tixe obedience due to the 
^^ husband from the wife, thkt claim has 
** never been denied, but on the contrary 
**^ universally acknowledged with the great- 
'^ est delight on the part of tlie wise and 
^ prudent wife ; it is on this depends the 
^' order which pervades families in general, 

IS 



Ji8 ADVENTURES OF A^ 

^' and without which the caprices- of wo- 
^^ men, (meeting with no check whatever 
'^ but consequently gaining ground by de- 
*' grees), would inevitably be. the cause of 
^' trouble, distraction, and unhappiness at . 
'^ home, misfortunes which are happily pre- • 
*' vented by that order of obedience to the 
^^ husband, who has, or is reputed to have 
'* the greater portion of wisdom, and there- 
*^ fore more adapted for the possession of 
" the reins of governmentj and which the 
** matrimonial form so seriously enjoins/^ 

'' Well/' (answered the other lady) ^' I 
^' must confess your words haVe had sditte 
^' effect with me, and I already begin^ to - 
vary my sentiments on the subject which* 
I had so very lately considered uoal- 
" terable, but it is only a proof, that I do- 
*^ fended or rather complained of the hard- 
^ ships imposed by men on the womcQ 



it 
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*^ Hith too great warmth^ and too little re- 
" flection^ however 1 now perceive the im- 
** portance of the wife's humility and obe- 
" dience to her husband." 

Mrs. was muttering some syllables 

relative to the happiness she experienced 
at her friend's altered opinion, when I set 
them down at the Obelisk as directed 
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CHAP XIV, 



X WAS ruminating on the conven^tion of 
the two ladies I had just conveyed "(^hen a 
voice saluted my ear, bidding me draw up, 
I instantly complied, and soon after a gen- 
tleman accompanied with three ladies, 
-whose deportment in some degree dbtin- 
guished them from that class of females who 
more frequently use this kind of convey- 
ance, entered* 

I had scarcely sat off, when the gentle- 
man said if it were agreeable be would ac- 



ftACKNEY COACH. 91 

quaint them \vith the interesting story it 
seems he had previously proposed, and for 
the truth of which they might depend on, 
as he \;fras well acquainted with a remaining 
branch of the family. The ladies signified 
the pleasure they should receive from lis- 
tening to it, and at the same time thanked 
him for his kind wishes to amuse them. 

The gentleman accordingly began as 
follows. 

" It is now nearly an hundred years since 
** the following circumstance occurred at 

*' the delightful seat of B Park, in 

**Hampshirey the owner of that sweet 
^' place, a young man of large fortune, paid 
** his addresses to a very young lady in the 
** neighbourhood, and the day of their nup- 
^ tials arrived, when the friends of both 
^^ partis ttsdembled to partake of the fes- 
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*^ tivities usual upon such occasions i the 
ceremony took place early in the morn- 
ingy and soon after their return home the 
carriages were in readiness to convey the 
^ party round the grounds, but the bridct 
^^ and her young companions declined ac- 
^^ companying them,, preferring the spec-: 
*^ tacle of the spacious and elegant apart- 
" mentfi of the mansion, of which she had 
" so recently become mistress* 

*^ They had not passed above half an; 
^' hour in admiring the pictures and costly 
*^ furniture in the numerous apartments,. 
*' when one of the youngest of the party. 
^^ (entering one of them) observed that this 
^^ was of all others the best adapted for the 
" play of " hooper's hide," '^ the bride 
** perceiving the wish of her ^oung friend, 
'^ with, the greatest good nature proposed 
'^joining in this juvenile recreatioa: the 



^' turn $6on came for the bride to hide, and 
" while her companions were in search af- 
" ter her, the dinner bell summoned them 
'^ to the dining room ; but what was the 
** surprise of all present j when no bride 
^'niade her appearance, to sit down with- 
** oot her was impossible, in quest of whom 
" the party therefore divided, but after the 
'^ strictest searctv no tidings eoold be ob- 
" tained of hen 



a 



^^ The mif fib and fesfi¥ity was at afn end, 
and every eotlatenaoce bcftrayed aaxiety 
^* and sorrow, the brkl^ooab wa^^ ificonso<^ 
" lable, and after some weeks, giving up 
'^'all hopea of hi^ happinessi bemg restored, 
^^ he determined on leavk:^ the kingdon, 
'^flattering himself tbat change of scemr 
^* might in some degree restore tranquillity 
'^ to his mind. 

'' After an absence of several years, the 
f' death of his father made it necessary for 
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^^ him to return to bis natire country, but 
** as he felt assured he could never taste of 
^ happiness in the place where it had been 
*' so unexpectedly and suddenly snatched 
*^ from hinii he deterniined to have his 
^lown paternal mansion entirely; taken 
'Vdown and rebuilt, and therefore wrote 
^^ directions to bis steward for that purpose ; 
'* when upon opening a chesti previous to- 
*' its removal, what was the horror and 
*' dismay of all present, at beholding the 
^^ remains of the unfortunate bride, wboke 
*^ biding place had for such a tengtb of 
**" time proved her secret grave. 

. *^ The new edifice is stiU standing and 
" in possession of a worthy baronet, with ' 
•* whom 1 have been on terms of intimacy, 
"and whose family purchased it of the 
" disconsolate husband, as after the dread- 
" ful disclosure he could never be prevailed 
*' upon to inhabit it 
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^ It is needless to observe that the ac* 
^ ddeat was .iccasioned by the chest hav- 
^' ing a spring lock, from which unfortunate 
** circupastance the bride was unable to 
*' open it, and her hiding place was at too 
^^ great a distance for her companions to 
^^tear her voice/* 

The ladies seemed by their countenances 
deeply affected at the fate which attended 
the unhappy bride, and were for a time 
dumb with amazement and horror at the 
idea^of death arising from a consequence so 
unlooked for : at leugth one of the ladies 
broke silence by observing that they had 
just reached Westminster Bridge, accord- 
ingly (on receiving a signal) I drew up and 
handed the ladies out. 

After waiting a short time the party re* 
entered my coach, and, in return for the 
dismal circumstance the gentleman bad in- 
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-formed them -of, the elder lady, taking from 
4ier pocket a paper, proposed reading to 
them the following story in v^rse which it 
contained, trusting (as she added) that it 
would have a contrary effect to the preced* 
ing one^ and by producing some enter- 
tainment^ could not fail of enlivening the 
party. 

The ladies as well as the gentleman ex- 
pressed their obligations for the kind man- 
ner in which she endeavoured to please 
them, and entreating her to lose no further 
time, the lady, with her usual good nature, 
proceeded as follows. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THE 

TRAVELLER TRICK' D, 



^onent Valf. 



^ MAN of late from London came, 
No matter who, or what his name ; 
But one who duly sends his letters 
Of warning to his six-months debtors : 
His house of dall was at the Crown, 
A noted inn, in W— b'^n town : 
He waited on his worthv friends. 
At night his summons each atteadt. 
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To drink a glass and pay arrears. 
And give fresli orders for bis wares : 
Tiie bowl was fiii'd, and fill'd again. 
And each rnan stagger'd home at ten: 
Previous to this our London toper 
Ordered a fowl and broth for supper ; 
But when be parted from bis guest, 
\Vith mind composed he went to rest. 
The waiter quickly laid the cloth. 
And on it plac*d the fowl and broth ; 
Our traveller sound asleep behold ! 
And, lest the su;iper should get cold. 
Will thought. 'twere best it should be eat. 
And graceless sat 16 pick a bit ; 
But Will, whose appetite was keen, 
(Allowed the best in all the inn) 
Could not desist, it was so good. 
He almost clear'd the savoury food ; 
Then fetched a bottle of the best. 
To cheer himself, and crown the jest ; 
Drank to his worthy friend asleep. 
Nay, drank it all, (he drank so deep) 
Except one glass, t'espouse his canse. 
And make it carry some applause. 
Then took the cloth and fragments out. 
And whispered what he'd been aboat> 
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When, sworn to secresy profomicl, 
A gen'ral laugh by all went rouud. 
Mean while the gentleman awoke. 
And rung the bell, and curs'd the cook ; 
"Will ! waiter f I have starving been. 
Haste, haste, and bring the supper in* 
Your supper. Sir, you surely jest. 
You finished that an hour at least. 
At this our traveller musing sat. 
And in surprise he scratched his pate. 
I cannot think that I have eat ! 
But yet the wisest may forgets 
You drank your wine too. Sir, indeed^ 
A bottle good ;— >tbe d— 1 1 did ! 
A bottle ! didst not help me Will 1 
No, Sir, you scarcely left a gilL' 
P-x on your wine, it hurts my head. 
Ring for tlie maid, Til go to bed. 
At eight next mom our guest arose. 
Complained the gout had seiz*d his toes 
Hfi curs'd hot suppers, and the wine. 
And tow'd in future but to dine ; 
Order'd his boots, and paid the bill. 
And sixpence gave to honest Will." 
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The ladies signified that they had expe- 
rienced much amusement at the hearing of 
the verses which put the party in high i^ood 
humour, indeed the gentleman was so much 
pleased with them, that he begged the 
lady's permission for a short time to be 
favoured with the paper containing thcm^ 
in order that he might take a copy for 
the entertainment of his friends, she imme- 
diately gi*anted his request, and he, poc- 
ketting the paper with thanks, proinis* 
ed to return it to her the foUowbg 
day. 

The party now quitted my coach, and I 
was proceeding to my stand, m hen a female 
voice saluted my ear with the kind and fa* 
miliar appellation of ** honest friend :" she 
was and elderly lady, and benevolence was 
strongly depicted in her countenance, and 
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not otrfy there indeed was that virtue ap- 
parent for whilst beckoning to me, her 
hands were busily employed in rummaging 
haii-pence from her pockets to distribute 
amongst some ragged children : she as- 
scended the stieps of the coach, accom- 
panied by a gentleman, amidst the 
graleful acknowledgments of the mean 
rabble ; and 1 drove off : but had not pro^ 
ceeded far, before I received a check, and 
on looking behind, perceived the lady from 
the windoiv imploring me not to whip the 
horses, but added that she wc;uld give me 
sixpence more than the fare to go a little fas- 
ter, as she feared being too late for the 
Hampstead stage. 



1 complied with her desire as well as T 
could, and was soon diverted by the gen- 
tleman's relation of the following curious 

k3 
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adyenture^ which he iDformed the lady 
had recently occurred to him* 

The gentleman to the best of my recol- 
lection began thus. 
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CHAR XVL 



X MUST in the first place inform you 

* that my employment is to collect debts \ 
^ fpr my master^ and I had been travelling 

^ through great part of Surry for that pur- 

* pose, and arrived at Weyhill, (as ill 
^ luck would have it), at the time of the 
' holding of the fair at that place, when 
' the inns are usually crowded, I was how- 
' ever accommodated with lodging at 
^ one of them, and being much ffl(tigued| 

i* jetired to rest at rather an early boun 



*' I placed what money I had collected, 
" (according to custom), under my pillow, 
^' and had been in bed about four hours^ 
** as I imagined, when I was awoke from 
*' my sleep by the door being opened, and 
*' on looking up, judge my terror and amaze- 
'^ment, at perceiving a man at the end 
** of my bed with a red night cap which al- 
'^ most covered hifr b«ad, and a large knife 
** in his hand, who in a gruff vofce said, 
^^ ^^ get up and follow me directl}^^ aod Hien 
" vanished 

^' I was so greatly petrified wdth asto- 
•' nishment as to be deprived of the pow er 
** of motion, indeed it was with difficulty 
'* that 1 could believe myself awake ; I at 
•* length liowever roused myself and ti;ied 
" to lock the door, but found to my grief 
'' and« mortification there was no lock Uy 
'Mt ; I however managed to place my befi 
^ against it; and then thinking myself pes^ 
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" fectly secure, went to bed, and had near- 
" ly composed myself, when I felt my bed 
" gently pushed away, and could perceive 
^' the door open and the same figure present 
" itself again, 'who> with a stern counte- 
'^ nance, commanded me to follow him 
'^ immediately or that I should repent not 
'^ doing S0| upon saying which he disap* 
*' peared. 

^^ I was (as you may suppose) most 
** dreadfully terrified, however, after con- 
^* sidering a few minutes, I deemed it most 
*^ advisable to dress myself and to go down 
^' stairs, trusting I might then be enabled 
.'^ to alarm somebody* I accordingly quit- 
^' ted my roomi and descended the stair 
^^case without encountering the dreaded 
^' apparitra^^. hut. to my extreme joy, met 
^ the landlord^ who expressed great sur- 
^* prise at my rising so early ; I told bim that 



IM ABVBNTDSES OF A 

^* I should set off directly and never kifend^ 
** ed entering bis house again, that I en- 
" joyed scarce any repose, having during 
^^ the night experienced all the apprehenai* 
** ons of being murdered. 

•* I then acquainted the landlord with 
^ my fright from the beginning, and ended 
*^ it with an order that my horse might be 
*^ immediately got ready. 

*'Tlie landlord signified the most un- 
'* feigned sorrow for the alarm I had under- 
" gone, and at the same time said he was 
^ the more concerned from the knowledge 
** that he, alone was the cause of it, •* for,"^ 
added he, ** the house being quite full, you 
''^were obliged to sleep in the servant's 
**roomv and the person from whom yea 
** received so great an alarm, was no other 
** than the butcher who went to call the 
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*^ man up to assist fatini ia killing a hog, and 
" through my inattention and forgetfulness, 
'•' the circutnstance of only your sleeping 
*^ the^ was not made known to him ; the 
^* servant feeing naturally very lazy, the 
•** butcher was in the habit of scolding him ;"* 
'* but '^ (continued the landlord addressing 
me) ^' I am greatly grieved fpr the alarm it 
*' has occasioned you, and entreat your for- 
^ giveness." 

^' I readily pardoned him, but not being 
^ inclined to return to bed again, mounted 
** my horse and proceeded on my journeyJ 
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The gentlemen's entertaining and inte- 
resting adventure produced the desired ef- 
fect of amusing the lady during her long 
ride, lulling her active ideas and composing 
her restless imagination. 

The next person who hired my coach, 
was a gentleman of about fifty years of age» 
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who was accompanied by three very young 
ladies, his daughters, whom he had just 
taken fi'oai a school in Russell-square, on 
their entering my coach he desired me to 
drive to Hammersmith : this long ride af- 
forded the gentleman an opportunity of 
amusing his young friends with a strange 
incident which he informed tiiem had lately 
occured to an acquaintance of his. 

They expressed great impatience to hear 
it, and he unwilling to keep them aiiy longer 
in suspence, related the following true cir^ 
cumstance. 
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CHAP XVII. 



JLT was a gloomy evening in Novembef, 
the boisterous weather prevented Captain 
Williams proceeding on his journey, he 
was therefore obliged to make the best of 
his way to an inn not far distant, intending 
to lodge there that night, and arrived there 
in the midst of a violent tempest of thunder 
and lightning, 

*' Whilst conversing wkh the landlord 
concerning the news of the plaee> he was 

I4 
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informed that the villagers believed a house 
in the neighbourhood to be haunted ; now 
Captain Williams was a man of undaunt- 
ed courage, and having no faith in ghost 
stories, and a resistless curiosity, he deter- 
mined that very night to satisfy his mind 
respecting it. 

*^ He immediately departed from the inn, 
and arrived alone at the mansion which 
had caused the villagers so much alarm, he 
placed a brace of pistols on the table, and 
reclining on a chair near them, for once 
gave liimgelf up to romantic ideas. 

** The clock struck twelve, no ghost ap- 
peared, and Captain Williams bragged of 
having already laid it, but his reveries were 
interrupted when the clock struck one, by 
a peal of thunder that shook the whole fa- 
bric : chains he now distinctly heard jing- 
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ffitg at a distance, and presently a pair of 
folding doors which Captain W . had not 
before observed, burst open ; and a figure 
in white, with a dagger in one hand and a 
lamp burning blue in the other, presented 
itself before hkn. 

*^ Captain Williams was so alarmed that 
he had not power to fire his already grasp- 
ed pi$tol ; the figure frowned with a ghastly 
countenance and beckoned, Captain W. 
followed, and was led through several apart- 
ments and landing places; the phantom 
waved his hand and vanished, leaving our 
hero in total darkness. 

** Still encouraged by his natural curiosi- 
ty, he proceeded, when his foot slipped, 
and falling through a trap door, found him- 
self surrounded by about forty men, whose 
aspects did by. no means diminish his. ap« 

lS 
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prehensions : they were of a savage ap^ 
pearance; he was instantly** seized and 
twooftbem, it was evident, were desirous 
of immediately dispatching him, but one, 
who seemed to have more authority than 
the rest, interposed, aild addressed Cap- 
txin Williams in the following words. 

^* You have fallen into the hands of a 
^^ company of coiners who are resolved ta 
^^ punish your rash curiosity, therefore io- 
^^ stantly prepare for death, or become a 
'* member of our community/' 

• ^' Captain Williams now heartily repent- 
ed his entering the house, his courage for- 
sook him and he trembled from bead to 
foot : at length recovering himself, he said^ 
^' 1 cannot possibly become one of your 
*^ members, and though true that it is now.. 
" in your power to take away my lifie^ yet 
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^should you commit an act so horri« 
^*ble, you will inevitably be brought to 
'* justice, for I am sent to the north on a 
'' special commission firom the King, there- 
^^ fore, if I am missed, not a single 
" comer in this house will be unsearched,. 
*' but I will pledge myself as a man of 
** honour, never to divulge the secret I have 
" now to my cost discovered.'* 

*' After a long consultation between the 
coiners, during which Captain Willams's 
consternation can be more easily imagined 
than described, his proposal was accepted, 
and he was released from his perilous si- 
tuation. 

*^ Many years after this^ as Captain Wil- 
liams was giving a grand entertainment to. 
a party of friends, his servant entered the 
drawing room and informed him that a tra- 



veller below wished particularly to .sp#db 
to him* Captain W. made aa aputo^. to 
1ms frieocis and went to the straoger, who to 
bis great afttooisQieDt, proved to be &e 
chief of the ^omexs^ and he tbu» addressed 
bioL . 

^^ Our party being now dispened, I em 
'^ desired by the communky to present you 
^^ with a h Tse as a token of our gratitude 
"for yotir keeping a secret, which, had 
" you divulged, it would have proved highly 
'* injurious to us* 

'^ You may therefore now return to your 
^* friends, and relate your extraordinary 
^* adventure to them.*' 

•* He accordingly returned to the draw- 
ing-room and informed his company, (of 
which I was one) of the foregoing in nearly 
the same words as you have now beard It 
from me/* 
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The gentleman's daughters were highly 
delighted with this curious incident, indeed 
they were just about that age which gene- 
rally enters into narratives ot a similar de- 
scriptioa to the last with peculiar eager- 
ness and interest : my fare had now 
reached the vHlage of Hammersmitli^ 
where I sat them down« 
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CHAP. XVIIL 



On my return I observed two genriemefr 
on the road, who seemed by their eagerness 
in conversation to be ingrossed in an inte- 
resting subject ; they hailed me as I pas- 
sed ; just before they entered, some boys- 
near were cudgelling,, and one of the gen- 
tlemen seemed desirous to wait the issue 
or learn the cause of their quarrel and to 
assist the assailed pafty, but the other gen- 
tleman (being as I suppose in a hurry)> 
told him ^' he had better leave them to fight 



If 
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*' it out ;'* accordingly they got in, when 
the latter gentleman adduced to bis friend 
the following historical case, (which he ad- 
ded perhaps he might have before read), 
in support of the advice he had just 
given* 

** A certain old roman bein^ come to 
" Greece as pro-consul, assembled the phi- 
'' losophers at Athens, and offered to give 
** his assistance in terminating their dis>- 
** putes, and effecting at last an unity in 
^' their sentiments ; upon which they all 
^* agreed/* says Tully» '^ia lau^iog at hint 
•* for bia pains." 

^^ This was agreeable and no barm en^ 
sued, but it i$ far from having this and Ut 
geneMil : to interfere with parties who dis«> 
pute, (witii whatsoever good intention), is 
always a nice and delicate affair, and, in«> 
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Stead of producing the service intended, is' 
usually rewarded with abuse. 

• 

** Pray neiji^hbour do'nt beat your wife,'*" 
thus said the man in the play who hir- 
manely interposed, endeavouring to reasoiv 
with a brutish husband, " but," says the 
wife turning short upon him, '^ suppose, 
^' Sir, that I have a mind to be beat, what 
" business is that of your's r" and thus the 
storm encreased 'till the poor peace*maker 
was fairly driven of& 

^' These instances, continued the gentle- 
man, are in my humble opinion not far dis- 
tant from the^poifnt I set out at, and I can- 
not conclude my sentiments on this topic 
without observing, how strongly I am im- 
pressed with the idea that human nature, 
contemplated on a larger scale, shews it- 
self precisely thus " 
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" I entii^ly agree with you/* observed 
his friend^ though sometimes feel a sort of 
reluctance in keeping back when I might 
essentially benefit a part of my fellow 
creatures by stepping forward ; notwith- 
standing, haviug met with many obstacles 
and reproaches from the blindness and ig- 
norance of those Avbom it has been my 
endeavour to assist in various ways^ I must 
confess that 1 have for some time brought 
myself very much to your mode of thinking 
in this respect. 

"It has often been a matter of surprise to 
me, continued the gentlein an, to perceive 
how busily some men are engaged in the 
various occupations of this life, which tend 
in their opinion, to improve their tempo- 
ral concerns : how active are mortals in 
the pursuit of their own immediate en- 
joyments ! but if we were to ask ourselves 
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to what purpose our activity is employed^ 
or of what use are our eagerness aod ba3te 
in chace of mundane pleasures, I fear 
the only answer to be given would be that 
our designs for the most part produce vex*, 
ation and are full of vanity : we please our 
imaginations witb the supposition that we 
are achieving great exploits, while in reality 
we perform nothing, 

" Multum ageotes nihil agendo/' 

or in other words we are catching at a sub- 
stance while we follow a shadow, 

^' Is that, " continued the gentleman, 
'^ the position " (said the philosopher look- 
ing dawn contemptuously on the earth) 
^' is that the point which so many nations 
" are petitioning with fire and sword ? 

*^ When Alcibiades was pleasing him- 
self with his numerous fietrms and poeses- 
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qpBi^ Soorates drily asked to see them up« 
oa a map of the earth wbkh was hanging, 
before them : not unlike a grand Seignior^^ 
who, enquiring where England was which 
made so much disturbance^ was desired 
to remove his thumb which hid it upon 
the map* 

'* It is certain'* (says Hume) *^ were & 
** superior being thrust into a human body^ 
^^ that the whole of life would appear sa 
** mean, contemptible, and puerile, that he 

never would be induced to take part ia 

any thing. 



it 



*' A sound understanding well and ho* 
Qcstly cultivated, and rightly and duly es« 
timating what passes arouud him, may ea- 
sily withhold a man from taking part ib 
eny thing : in isbort, Ufe^ ais instituted and 
conducted 1^ mankind in general i» ^1 w*^ 

If 
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nity, folly, and madness, our speculationiL 
nothing but a -^^ Comedy of Errors/' cor 
actions " Much ado about Nothing,*' 

I was much amiised a short time since 
by the conversation of two gentlemen who 
were by profession surgeons ; one of the 
gentlemen, (by far the other's senior,) was 
relating to his young friend, who I disco- 
vered to be hi« pupil, a singular incident 
which occurred to him in his younger days, 
and the remembrance of which even then 
xmsed a smile. 

He began (if my memory fails me not) 
in the following words. 

^' When I was about your age, (addr^-» 

' sing himself to his friend),- being naturally 

of an enquiring turn, and possessing no lit* 

tie thirst after knowledge, I preferred ana^ 
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totny toueh to the Other branches of surge- 
ry, and consequently ma<lf5 that science 
my particular study. 

** It is repeating a fact of very ancient 
date, to inform you of the difficulty which 
exists for all the surgeons to gain an ade- 
quate knowledge of anatomy, by the hand- 
ling and dissecting of dead bodies in their 
private rooms of study, but that difficulty 
was still greater in my younger days than 
at present^ and very few of us were able 
(except at the public lectures, and these 
were usually so numerously attended, that 
few could obtain the beneficial knowledge 
expected, and wliicb the skilful professors 
held forth to disseminate) to view distinst- 
ly the '^humanura corpus" while being 
dissected. 
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I therefore used all mv endeavours, and 
made inquiries amongst my intimate friend;! 

H 2 
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in conducting him to my apartments, giv- 
ing him at the same time the key to my 
^niter room, where I told him to deposit 
fab intem perate burthen • 

" The porter with my assistance effected 
the removal of the body from the coach 
ivithout much difficulty, but, finding his 
charge not only incapable of standing but 
also wholly insensible, he was compelled 
to take his stupified load on his back, and 
the recompense offered for his labour being 
UberaL he did not hesitate in being of use 
to a fellow creature 

" Having discharged the coach, I kept 
at a short distance from the porter 'till I 
saw him ascend the steps leading to my 
chambers, and then waiting on the ground 
floor, heard him (while resting himself on 
the landing place) admonish his charge for 
his supposed intemperance. 
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** Ah !" (said the porter, for t remember 
his words) ** I dare say you have a wife 
'^ and family at home» what a pity it is, that 
"such a fine tall gentleman as you are, 
** should thus wilfully deprive yourself of 
": your senses : I confess I sometimes take 
'* a drop too much, but have never been 
** as far gone as you : come let me see if 
*' you can walk up the next flight," added 
the porter placing him against the wall, but 
as be found he continued insensible, he put 
him on his back, and having reached my 
door unlocked it, and gladly releasing him-** 
self, fixed his burthen in a chair : but how^ 
great was hb horror 1 in discovering, on 
striking a light, and touching the hands of 
the supposed drunkard, that it was as cold 
as a stone, consequently 4je was aware 
that he had been carrying a corpse. 

A 

*^ He ran screaming down stairs, and had 
I not luckily been at the bottom, and im- 
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mediately rewarded him handsomely for 
bis trouble, and likewise explained the mat>- 
ter briefly to him, the result of my enters- 
prize might have proved euremely unplea-^ 
saot, but the fee instantaneously had a won-- 
derful effect in pacifying the porter's mind^ 
and restoring his former composure* 

'' I then hinted the necessity of secrecr 
being enjoined, which I trusted he would 
for his own sake, be careful to observe, as, 
if the circumstance should by any means 
transpire, he the porter would be implica- 
ted in the transaction and considered as 
accessary thereto, and more especially sc^-^ 
as the premium I had given him would be 
a convincing proof of his conni\^nGe in the 
deed. 

" This mode of reasoning induced him 
to conceal tl)e whole affair ; and besides;^ 
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the idea of losing my custom and recom- 
mendation, added no little weight to the 
preference the porter possessed, that the 
matter instead of being divulged should be 
hushed up.*' 
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CHAP. XIX. 



jI HE opfratiQo of ele^nfng itll parts of 
my coach I usually perform once a weel^ 
at which time I never fail to refreshen i(<s 
inside by casting away the straw which has 
lost its cleanliness, and replace it with a 
proper quantity of that article which is in 
possession of its original freshness. 

It was in this occupation that I was busi- 
ly employed a short time back early in the 
morning, and, amongst the collected rub* 
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4>ish or refuse which I was about to dis- 
card from the coach, I liiscovered a paper 
containing the following lines, and having 
been recommended by a friend to preserve 
them, I now offer them for the public in- 
spection, but which I .should notliave pre- 
sumed to do, had they not been allowed by 
many, who are entitled to call themselves 
judges of poetry, a performance of bome 
merit. 

The subject being of general importance, 
"Will I trust afford botli instruction and 
amusement. 



OF THE USB AND ABUSE Of 

Cfme- 

« O WHAT is life ! aii wy blast, 
Scarce felt in passing e -er His past { 
An empty shew, a shining bubble, 
Slade by some a world of trouble ; 
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Its course a little while it takes. 

But touch it in its way it breaks ; 

A toy to pleasure's youthful eyes 

While light as vanity it flies. 

It's date a breathing— Hipace no more— ^ 

Scarce time to read an author o'er ! 

Then whither tends this toil and pain % 

Leave, leave behind this scribbling vein f 

Whate'er your aim, 'tis ten to on«. 

You die before the work is done. 

If then so light is human life, 

Or rack'd with cares or rent with strife. 

Say, whence imm^rs'd in vain pursuit, 

Do busy fools its worth compute 1 

Give me, ye fools ! myself to please. 

And while I live to live at ease : 

Soft lolling in his elbow chair, 

Sir Courtly thus express'd his pray'r, 

Loose hose and night-cap on his head 

Bespoke him but just rose from bed. 

The clock struck twelve the breakia>t hour. 

Dinner was ordered just at four : 

The constant paper of die day 

Engag'd his honour to the play. 

The stage Athenian Timon grac'd, 

Timon'f politeness kit hi» taste : 
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The useless time from ten 'till tw6^ 

To supper and the glass was due. 

Drunk with the dire Circean charniy 

Nor hopes sustain nor fears alarm. 

With ease and riot ni^t and day 

Thus glide ioseasibly away t 

As streams their destin'd passage steer^ 

Hegardless of the weight they bear, 

O fatal ease> how dearly bought ! 

Thou foe to virtue and to thought ; 

Infatuated men for thee> 

From every point of g!ory flee, • 

The paths of genuine hofior shuny 

And idly wish to be undone ! 

But now if this be fact what you 

Aver, Sir Courtly, to be tnie*^ 

If life indeed is but a blast. 

Each moment's value then how vast ! 

How base to trample on, nor own 

The precious gem beneath yon thrown ; 

Time is a treasure to the wise* 

Wbo strain to catch it as it flics, 

To such^ a sum to purchase heav^n^ 

Who make the most of what is giv'q, -^ ^ 
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Nor is that life iftHh wfaidi-you sport. 
So very frail or very short, 
But wild intemperance And sloth, 
Sadly conjoined have made it both ; 
At twelve you stir : the radiant sua 
To you eight hours in vani hath shone ; 
To you, whose unenquiring eyes • 
Ne'er saw his glorious body rise. 
Thus twice five hours by sleep ingross'd. 
Eleven in self-indulgenceJost, 
Leave only three, O vile abuse ! 
In twenty-four for your real use* 
Improve your arithmetic pow*n^ 
And count them years instead of hours, 
To real life you so consign 
In seventy-two no more than nine ; 
7 hen coughing, puling, panting, dying. 
Desire to live when life is flying. 
If then no las ting works appear 
To say the wise or good was here. 
No learning grieves a patron flown^ 
No country mourns a patriot gone. 
No christian tear^ devoutly shed, 
Smbalm the meai'ry of the dead. 
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No poor bedew the well-knowDgate, 
But all forgotten falls : too late 
You'll liod this obserration true. 
The fault was not mlife->bHt you.'' 



Vf 
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CHAP. XX- 



JL il£ conversation of the gentlemen wbo 
bad now taken possession of my coach did not 
long permit me to reiiiain ignorant of their 
occupations, for after a reciprocal expres- 
sion of good fortune at the unexpected 
meeting, and both of them having exhaust- 
ed the usual topics of discourse, viz. tiie 
weather, and the times, the elder gentleman, 
who I found to be Mr. Shroud, an eminent 
undertaker, addressed his Cousin, Doctor 
M'Lotion, as follows. 
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" My dear doctor I am so glad to find 
" yoa are in town, and to have this oppor- 
** tunity of speaking to you upon a subject 
** most interesting, but at the same time 
** grievous to me, which is the decrease of 
'* burials ; indeed, if you will believe me, 
" my poor tender heart is almost broken, 
" the newspapers of this day have nearly 
** made me mad ; can you believe the sor- 
rowful intelligence they communicate ! — 
" Decreased in burials last week forty-two, 
and this seventy-five !" ** and which decre- 
" ment has been the case ever since you 
** left town : my good Doctor consider^ 
" though you have filled your ov\n coffers, 
" your poor old cousin, Shroud, is starv- 
" ing ; all tradesmen must live, and how 
" can that be unless others die ? unasssist- 

ed nature, you must, cousin, be aware^ 
** wil] never employ a thousandth part of 
*^ our business." 

N 3 
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He was proceeding on this subject 
with much feeling and energy, when his 
attention was suddenly taken by seeing a 
little' smart dapper fellow, with a gold l*ead- 
ed cane in his hand, tripping along seem- 
ingly in a pleasant mood, and to whom Mr. 
Shroud nocfded : *' who may that be ?'* 
says Doctor M* Lotion, " bless us and 
** save us,*' replies Shroud, '* don't you 
** know Harry Dosewell, the apothecary, 
" as honest a little creature as ever felt a 
'^ pulse, indeed I must speak of that socir 
" ety in general as a considerate mass of 

• • • 

** beings, and who without doubt have th>e 
*' interest of persons in my line much at 
*' heart ; but they can't go on with half 
'• the vigour they were accustomed to do 
" wlien aided by your prescriptions, which 
." finished affairs at a blow, and uere infal^ 
" lible mittimuses to the other world." 



Hackney coach. ISO 

Ueve Shroud was again interrupted in 
consequence of a crowd in the street, which 
obliged me to stop : for the multitude had 
assembled to view the famous Don Cossack 
just arrived from Russia ; the two gentle- 
men therefore took the same opportunity 
of observing this novel spectacle and were 
highly gratified not only w ith the curiosity 
of his habiliments, but also with his robust 
form, and, though the undertaker could not 
help remarking that the foreigner would 
make a charming corpse, yet he wished the 
hero might live to assist in completing the 
great and glorious work he and his com- 
rades had so successfully begun. 

The crowd now dispersed, and I pro- 
ceeded towards Piccadilly, w here the gen- 
tleman had ordered me to draw up : after 
a pause, "my dear friend," said the doctor, 
(the relatiofisbip of second cousin accord* 
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ing to bis idea, being no small a remove), 
" thouorh I ain well satisfied with what I 
" have obtained by my professional labors, 
*' yet I should not so soon have quitted my 
'^ profession, had not ill health for some 
time compelled me to lead a retired life 
in the country, and bestow the care and 
" advice, which I was in the habit of so 
** widely extending, entirely upon my- 
" self. 

« * 

" Respecting the decay of your trade,^ 
continued the Doctor, ^*I must observe 
^f that your imputation of its cause, with 
" regard to myself is certainly erroneous^ 
" but the facetious and pleasant manner 
" you shewed in giving your opinion, is a 
" sufficient apology and proves that you 
" had nodesire to offend: still I beg leave to 
" addthatthecause of thedecrementof your 
•* trade may in a gieat measure be ascribed 
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^' to the introduction of vaccination, which 
*' is a most desirable preventive of the 
" small-pox, a disorder at one time so fatal 
" to thousands of this metropolis/' 

Just as the Doctor had closed his speech 
I stopped, and the gentlemen^ (shaking 
each other by the hand), having paid the 
fare departed to their respective places of 
appointment. 

The fineness of the weather on the fol- 
lowing morning made me almost despair of 
getting a fare^ when I perceived three gen- 
tlemen standing together on the foot pave- 
ment, the youngest of whom said to the 
person next hifn, " Vathcr why wont that 
coach do " pointing at mine, '^ it seems as 
new as our's," upon hearing this T took the 
hint, drove up, and the gentlemen got in. 

They had scarcely seated themselves 
when one of the elder gentlemen, taking 
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the other by the hand, said ** my dear old 
"friend Bramble you cannot think how 
" glad I am to see yoo, it must be upwards 
" of twenty years since our last meeting : 
'' no small space of time has elapsed since 
*^ we were students at Cambridge together, 
^ but notwithstanding perhaps you may 
** remember pur gallops over Gog Magog 
•• Hilis,"* " aye my good Process, to be 
*' sure I do'' replies the other, *^ I was then 
" mightily fond of horse exercise and was 
" considered a tolerably good horseman, 
** and indeed have not forgot all about it 
*• now, but son Dicky,'* (pointing at the 
young gentleman), " beats me at a chase, 
" and so he should, he is the youngest, and 
^' every dog has his day, ha ! ha ! ha I" "I 
" find" says the other, ^ you are as merry 
*^ as you used to be." " To be sure" re- 
turned Bramble, ^* what should ail me ? 
*• I am independent and do as I please,'* 
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** I have understood," said his friend, 
*^ that you have lately become possessed oi* * 
*' a capital estate in Yorkshire, and I beg 
^* leave therefore to congratulate you on the 
*' pleasing event." ** Process, I thank you," 
replied Mr. Bramble, *'it is very true/* 
^* Now pray what family have you ?" said 
the other ; '* though 1 have had a large fa- 
*' mily," answered Bramble, '^ Dicky (who 
*' is the eldest) has nearly as good a fortune 
" as myself, which was left him by his aunt, 
" indeed he deserved it, for he was with 
*' her from four years old to the day of her 
*' death." '* But who educated him ?" ask- 
ed his friend, " Oh ! as for the matter of 
** that ( returned Bramble ) neither his 
*^ aunt nor he ever possessed a great par- 
'^ tiality for books, and I did not think it 
" prudent to meddle for fear of aflfronting 
" her, so he only got a little learning now 
" and then from Mr. Humdrum, the ca- 
^^ rate, but for all that he is a sharp lad, 
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" and though only twenty-two last Candle- 
** mas, knows already how to manage the 
** Yorkshire Tits, and is as good a fox- 
" hunter as any in the county* He \^ill 
" in all probability be Sheriff next year, in 
** that case I have no doubt he will ma- 
" nage matters very well, and if he be for- 
** tunate, may pick up a girl with a few 
^^ thousands which by the bye is more than 
*' his father did, 

" My §P^^ friend Procesi^" (continued 
** iNIr. Bramble), " I think you told me 
*^you studied the law, and if so, must 
*^ be a Hi tie acquainted with the busi- 
" ness attached to the office of sheriffs. 
*' Do have the kindness to instruct Dicky 
•* about this matter, as I should like him to 
" appear before my Lord Judge, as if his 
" breeding and education hjad not been 
" amiss." '' That I will with a great deal 
** of pleasure," replied Mr. Process, who 
turning round to the young gentleman^ 
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began to address him, but before he had 
uttered two words the young man called 
out ** do look out of the window, vather; 
^ and put your head to the right and yoii 
^' will see such a smart gentleman in such 
^^ an odd looking carriage, drawn by horsc)^ 
^ so curiously ornamented, and with cock* 
^^ a-doodles for his postilions/' ' 

" Oh !*' says Mr. Process, " that is die fa- 

^^ mousMr.C ^, the Amateur of Fashion^ 

^ whom you have heard so much talk of, he 
^^ b quite a curiosity, his comic powers are 
^ extremely remarkable, if not for excel- 
" lence certainly for a singularity of stile; 
** which he observes through the whole of 
" his performance on the stage : But, I 
" should be far from doing justice to thcf 
'^ gentleman I am commenting on, were I 
*' to omit acquainting you with the motives 
" which induce him to subject himself to 
^^Ibe ridicule of critics^ and expose hia 
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^ person in do public a situation ; they are 
^^ indeed truly laudable and what the 
'^ most rigid censor cannot disapprove : ^ 
*^ in aid of the unfortunate and distressed 
^^ his talents have been most successfully 
'' applied ; he sought no reward for his la* 
^^ hours, but the relief of others was the 
*^ highest gratification he could receivi^'' 

'' Lack-^^dazy 1 I am glad I Jbave seen 
" him/' replied the younf roan, " I wish I 
^^ could have him at our town during our 
^^ Assizes, as I should get. a mint of money 
by shewing him for a sight." " Never 
mind such trifles" (says Mr* Bramble) 
*' but attend to what my friend will tell you 
'* as to your behaviour when you become 
<' Sheriff;* 

A pause of about a minute having elap- 
sed, Mr. Process began as follows. 

• 

'^ Every Sheriff, you know, must have his 

attendants, or javelin^iuen, to ridebeforehim 
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with their pikes to clear the way, and these 
persons I think you should choose out of your 
principal tenants, and clothe them s^ith tiie 
dreas of the county, which, if it should not 
sooth your own pride, cannot fail to debase 
and humble them : the morning before you 
go to meet my Lord Judge, get your retinue 
hoioei and make your attendants all drunk, 
they will doubtless in that case be taken 
the more notice of. 

'^ When you are come within sight of 
my Lord Judge, you are to look a3 wise as 
possible, and as much like the rest of the 
family of the fox-hunters as you can : bow 
to the Judge sev^eral times, and whenever 
you happen to say, " Sir,'' (which will be 
often the case) be sure to make a great 
many apologies for not saying, ** my Lord*** 

" Your first topic or subject of dig^* 
course (for a subject of discourse and a to* 

03 
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pic of discourse are. synonimous), should 
be about the weather : you may say it js 
fine weather, (should it fortunately be so) 
and my Lord will in all probability answer , 
" yes, Mr. Sheriff, it is :" then you may say 
it is very fine weather, and after that ex- 
ceedingly fine weather, an4 by and bye 
that 'tis a fine day and a good day for hunt- 
ing, and then you have the fairest opportu- 
nity in the world for entering into the his- 
tory of a fox chase, which, if told in a pro- 
per manner, including in it all the interest- 
ing incidents peculiar to that diversion, will 
very well hold out to the assembly. ) 

** But in this narration you are not to 
sufT^^r yourself to be interrupted, nor to give 
place to any other speaker, but preserve 
solely for yourself the thread of your dis- 
course as long as possible ; and, if you 
should find yourself so happy as not to 
have finished it that night, re-assume it on 
the following morning at your first meeting. 
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^' The morning the trials coHimence you 
would do well to be visiting your friends^ and 
thereby oblige the Court to wait ; this will 
^ve you the air of a man of consequence.; 
it will be prudent also to drink pretty free- 
ly before you go into Court, in order that 
you may be ripe for a nap. 

^' Though the goddess Fortune alone 
is deprived of sight, still I am not a^*are 
that the acquirement of justice is likely to 
be impeded or delayed by your indulgence 
in an innocent slumber, or that you caa 
better express your impartiality than by 
faUing asleep. 

"If by the noise of the crier of the 
Court, or any other noise, you happen to 
be disturbed and awakened out of youf 
nap, you are then to take your tobacco*box 
fix)m your pocket, replenishing your mouth 
with a iaige quid which w4U cause a pror 

o3 



150 ADYENTVBBS 09 A 

jection in your cheek and add dignity to 
N^our whole face : if you have a mind to 
shew yourself the perfectly polite gentle- 
man, you may, while your box is out, com* 
pliment his Lordship. 

'^ It sometimes happens that a cause is 
intricate, that it can't conveniently be de- 
termined so as for the Court to adjourn 
at the l)Our appointed for dinner, and in 
this case you may inform tb& Judge, in a 
loud whisper, so as to be heard by the 
whole Court, that the haunch will be spoil- 
€d, and will not be worth his Lordship • 
eating ; you may also add, if opportunity 
offisrs, that to you the prisoner's guilt seems 
evident, and be cautious not to part with 
^ the authority you may conceive yourself to 
be possessed of. 

* ** If the prisoner should have on a dirty 
shirt and a long beard, (which may hietppeii 
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to a man wbo has lain long in jail and has 
no money), I think you may safely tell 
bim that he looks like a rogue, and that 
you have too high an esteem for truth for 
a moment to suspect that it ever appeared 
in such sordid apparel, and that you never 
sullied your sublime notions of that virtue, 
by uniting them with the paltry ideas of 
poverty and distress. 

"After suoh a delivery of your sent!* 
ments, no one will fail to admire your wis- 
dom and penetration. 

•* These are all the observations which 
I think necessary to make to a young gen- 
tleman of your discrimination, and hope you 
will find them of use." 

Here Mr. Process stopped, and Dicky 
whose eyes and mouth were wide open, and 
bad been so during the whole time, to take 
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ftll in, nodded his head and said ^ thank je 
'' Sir)" wtiilst Mr. Bramble appeared by 
his words most grateful for his friend's 'ad« 
rke, and said be bad no doubt of his son's 
remembering every tittle of it" 

The check-string being now pulled, I was 
under the necessity of setting down my 
fare at Grosvenor-Gatei and saw them tfll 
M'alk into Hyde Park. 

The greater part of my readers must be 
aware, and experience will doubtless in- 
form that portion of them, which includes 
those persons moving in higher sphevest 
whose exalted stations in life and ha|^y 
c^cumstances enable them to enjoy the 
convenient luxury of a carriage, tiiat th« 
tune will come when those agreeable means 
of conveyance, in consequence of Idng 
standing and much service, must be sup* 
plied by those vehicles which ihave pep« 
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formed less work and are of fresher mate- 
rials and more modem structure : it is 
with no little regret that I now state that 
my coach, which has so long prevailed on 
account of its elegance and easy motion, 
has at length reached this woeful period. 

To add to my distress, my coachmaker 
has informed me that the frame of the 
coach, (so long a favorite with the public), 
is not sufficiently strong to undergo another 
substantial repair ; and, as it would be with 
still greater reluctance that I should be 
unnecessarily compelled to lay aside a 
vehicle so universally admired, I shall 
withdraw awhile and take leave of my rea- 
ders to make further inquiries ; and if the 
result of them should prove that a new 
coach is absolutely requisite, to render the 
safety of my passengers undoubted, it will 
tlien be my pride and endeavour to take 
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ccure that no expenoe shall be spared, and 
no time lost in procuring one as similar as 
can bCy to that which has long been favour- 
ed with so distinguished a preference. 



FINIS. 
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Page, 12, Instead ofyou read your 
19, Group not groupe 
70, Read ^ though a patf^SfC^* ' 
79, Instead of you read -^wr 
100, Instead of Olid read on 
120, Instead of |ie<ili<mtn|g- read jNirHHoiitRgr 
134, Read «/or rtai we" ^ ^. 

147, Instead of *Hke dreu itfthe County" read ''your 
Utery. 
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